SBCC Sermon Reflection – August 15, 2010

Leaders’ Guide
       page 2

Overview and Objectives
Title:
Fisher’s of Men –Part 2
Text:
Luke 9:51-57
Date:
August 15, 2010 
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Discussed what Christ requires of his followers
2. Compared the responses of the people who did not follow Christ to the responses of modern day Christians.
3. Considered what it truly means to follow Jesus.
4. Been challenged to consider where their commitment to spreading the good news of Jesus falls on their priority lists.
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to do self-examination and reflection around attitudes and actions of worship, and the challenge to be engaged in service for God as an act of worship. 
2. While this study could easily focus on what we should be doing, the context of service as worship reminds us that our acts of service are motivated by our love for God, not obligation or guilt.  As our love for God increases, so will our desire to serve him and share his heart with a broken world.
3. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them.  Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.
Encourage Your Group to Put this Study into Action by Participating in

Service Sunday on August 22, 2010

For more information contact the church office at 510.490.9500
General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction – We Are All Called to Be Fishers of Men.
i. Jesus sent out another group of followers beyond the twelve.
ii. Jesus continues to send out his followers.
iii. God’s question for us is “do you want to be fishers of men?”

iv. Jesus did not just take anybody

v. Jesus does not just take us at our word, he sees our actions and the desires of our hearts
B. Comfort Issues
i. One was not ready to be a follower for caring too much about comfort and security ( Luke 9:58)
ii. Following Jesus means that we will face suffering and discomfort

iii. Christ tells us to pick up our cross and follow him

iv. We are called to trust Jesus and believe that God has us in the palm of His hand.

C. Misaligned Priorities 
i. Another was not ready because his priorities were not in the correct order. He did not make himself available to God (June 9:60)
ii. God and Jesus need to be first in our lives.

iii. We need to intentionally schedule God first.
D. Unavailability 
i. A third was not ready because he was not readily available to follow Jesus (Luke 9:62).

ii.  We must be readily available to start working for God.
iii. You can not keep moving forward in doing God’s work if you keep look back to what you used to be and do.
iv. We must be available to do God’s work and let Him take care of the rest
E. Other Considerations for Being Fishers of Men
i. You may be the only sermon some one may hear, the only Bible they read.
ii. Be a witness, dating is not evangelism, and you can’t date someone into the kingdom.

iii. Sometimes God sends us to people just to walk with them.

F. Final Thoughts on Qualifications
i. Where our treasure is our heart is.
ii. God wants to be first in our hearts.

iii. How will you make service to God a priority?
iv. God will reward our faithfulness.
IV. Group Discussion
1.  In Luke Chapter 9, Jesus was looking for disciples. In what way is Christ calling us to be disciples?
2. Pastor Brian stated that Jesus did not take just anybody. What does this mean in relation to Matthew 22:14?  
3.  How are the concerns for comfort and security displayed in our daily lives? When does concern for comfort and security become a trust issue?  How does common sense factor in?
4. What takes precedence in your daily schedule? When do you include following Christ?  Is it ever possible to be so heavenly minded that you are no earthly good?  Explain.
5. What stops you from always being completely available to the will of God? 

6. How do we “look back” from our path of following God? What can we do to keep looking forward?

7. Which of these statements resonates the most with you? Discuss your answers.

a). I try to follow Christ but I have responsibilities in my real life to attend to.

b). God helps those who help themselves, When I work hard and take care of my business I am following God.

c). I am not good enough to be a witness to others.

d). I am intentional and committed to following the right path; I seek to put Christ first in all I do. 

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
Prayerfully ask God to direct your path as you follow Him.  

Honestly make a priorities list, where does God fall on your list?

What needs to be changed for you to be truly available to the will of God/
What do you feel God calling you to do next? 


















