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I. Opening Prayer

II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)

III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights

A. Introduction - 
i. Pastor opened with a profound statement which set the tone for the message “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” He shared the story of 70 women living in the Boyle Heights area of Los Angeles and their efforts to demonstrate God’s love in their community and its impact.
ii. Pastor clarified the issue of our calling and the mission of the church. WE DID NOT COME TO GOD ON OUR OWN. HE (God) SOUGHT US OUT! He cares deeply for the lost, and so should we.
B. God is on a Mission to Find Hurting People and Bring Them Into a Relationship with Himself. (John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 5:14)
i. God is on a mission to redeem a special people for himself from every tribe; to restore them to the way things were before the fall.
ii. The Church exists to participate in this mission by being the instrument of God’s love for this world.
iii. The Church does not exist to hide behind its four walls to entertain itself. 

C. You and I have been chosen and called to participate in God’s Mission in the World. (2 Corinthians 5:15)
i. God has chosen and called us to be a part of what he is doing in the world. We know we are chosen because we are here, in church, in Small Groups. We are interested and giving our time in pursuit of God.
ii. We are chosen and called into a special love relationship with God. While the world may wonder about God’s love, we can absolutely know that God loves us. 
iii. We’re chosen and called to be privileged members of the family of God; a conduit through which love flows through to other people. 
iv. We are chosen and called to be an advertisement; to bear fruit; to attract others to Christ by our love; to testify as to what God’s love does through us; to be different; and to be God’s Ambassadors

v. We are chosen and called to abide and abound. To abide in Christ and abound in the Lord’s work.
vi. We are chosen and called to be God’s partners; we are not Jesus’ slaves, but His partners (this is an undeserved honor).

vii. We can choose not to partner with God.  However, those who do, see the joy of this service. Those who do not fail to see the joy.

D. Jesus Modeled for us What Participation in God’s Mission Looks Like. (Luke 4:18)
i. Jesus’ acts in public demonstrate what our actions should be. We must model this type of behavior.

ii. Everyone is a prisoner of something; with love, we must help set them free. Blindness is more than physical; with love, we must help bring sight. Suffering wears many uniforms; with love, we must do our part to stand in the gap for those being oppressed.

iii. Partnering with Jesus means we get out of the boat and get our hands dirty. We must love people until they ask us why. Before then,  we have nothing to say!

iv. We must view the substitutionary atonement of Christ as the only way to live out our calling. Meaning as a substitute, we share, “take on” the pain of those around us in order to share the love of Christ.
v. We have to become vulnerable and risk what feels comfortable. We have to get in their “mess” as that is the only way to demonstrate love.
vi. Love must flow out of us into a broken world (the rest of God’s creation). If it does not flow out of us, God’s mission has been throttled, it will fail.  We are his hands and feet.  We are his partners.
IV. Group Discussion
1. How does the fact that the Church has been invited to participate in God’s mission and serves as an instrument of God’s love change your perception of your role as a Christ follower?
2. Pastor noted that we do a good job internally of taking care of one another particularly in times of crises. What then can we do individually and collectively, to demonstrate this type of love and caring outside the walls of the church?
3. As Believers we know without a doubt, that God loves us. Right? Since the answer is yes how then, can we share this message with those who are not sure and do so in a non-intrusive, non-threatening way? 
4. If you were to be graded by those your encounter every day on your role as God’s Ambassador what would your grade be and why?

5. Read aloud Luke 4:18 and discuss how you have helped those around you (preferably non-believers) to overcome their challenges?

6. Have you ever truly shared in the pain of a non-believer? Not so much a fleeting sharing rather, where you tarried with them.  If so, can you describe it?

7. What would you be risking (think about this in light of God’s ownership of everything) to love as deeply as it would be required to reach someone who is broken?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

1. Take some time this week and identify someone (preferably a non-believer) in your sphere of influence and love them until they ask why.

2. As a Group, select an issue in your community where you can perform an act of “Church Unusual” and document it.


















