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Overview and Objectives
Title:
What Does Love Look Like in Public
Text:
2 Corinthians 5:14-16 
Date:
July 18, 2010 
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Considered whether or not they have fully grasped God’s Agenda.

2. Contemplated their assignment as an Ambassador, God’s Ambassador and its implications.

3. A better understanding of their being ‘Chosen and Called’ and what it should mean in their lives.

4. Discussed as a group what “Church Unusual” activity they can take on within their community.

This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts and minds to share God’s burden for the lost, fanning a desire to intercede through prayer on their behalf.
2. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability.  Pastor has been including a “Doers of the Word” encouragement as part of his messages.  The sermon reflections have incorporated Pastor’s encouragements as the lessons’ Faith Builders. 
3. In listening to Pastor’s message I was struck with two (2) prevailing thoughts: 1) what the ‘world’ needs to see is what I am calling “Church Unusual”. One absent of its hollow traditions and pageantry which focuses on being relevant while not losing the message. One that perhaps does not exist within SBCC’s four (4) walls. And 2) as Believers, we need to get out of the boat and get our hands dirty. Getting our hands dirty means that we need to intentionally engage those around us and get in their “stuff” (without being intrusive, self-righteous, and rude or displaying any behavior that would not glorify God). 
4. Pastor shared a story of a group of 70 women in the Boyle Heights community in Los Angeles, an area where gang warfare is rampant, crime and acts of violence are commonplace and to some, there is no hope. High incidences of teen pregnancies and unwed mothers, lack of jobs and educational opportunities abound. Rather than gather in their homes, in their Small Groups and bemoan these conditions, these women began to read Scripture and to pray about them. God led them to take action. They began walking in their community, engaging the members of the community and they brought about a truce between gangs. They help launch other community enhancing activities. Bottom line, they took risks for God.

a. This scene could be in just about any urban area in America. But…it is not about the location rather, it is about the plight of humanity. The humanity to which we have been dispatched as God’s Ambassadors to. These scenes abound in more or less vivid imagery all around us. Whether or not we see them depends on if we are attuned to God’s agenda and will we respond! 
5. Pastor noted that one must hold a proper view of the Substutional atonement of Christ in order to live out our calling. Be prepared to give an overview of what this means. 
a. Substitutionary atonement is the reconciliation of sinful humanity with God through the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ. In other words, Jesus served as our substitute in the payment of our sins in order that we may be reconciled to God.
b. A further treatise on this can be found at:
 http://www.gotquestions.org/substitutionary-atonement.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atonement_(substitutionary_view)
General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)

If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)

2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.

5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer

II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)

III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights

A. Introduction - 
i. Pastor opened with a profound statement which set the tone for the message “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” He shared the story of 70 women living in the Boyle Heights area of Los Angeles and their efforts to demonstrate God’s love in their community and its impact.
ii. Pastor clarified the issue of our calling and the mission of the church. WE DID NOT COME TO GOD ON OUR OWN. HE (God) SOUGHT US OUT! He cares deeply for the lost, and so should we.
B. God is on a Mission to Find Hurting People and Bring Them Into a Relationship with Himself. (John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 5:14)
i. God is on a mission to redeem a special people for himself from every tribe; to restore them to the way things were before the fall.
ii. The Church exists to participate in this mission by being the instrument of God’s love for this world.
iii. The Church does not exist to hide behind its four walls to entertain itself. 

C. You and I have been chosen and called to participate in God’s Mission in the World. (2 Corinthians 5:15)
i. God has chosen and called us to be a part of what he is doing in the world. We know we are chosen because we are here, in church, in Small Groups. We are interested and giving our time in pursuit of God.
ii. We are chosen and called into a special love relationship with God. While the world may wonder about God’s love, we can absolutely know that God loves us. 
iii. We’re chosen and called to be privileged members of the family of God; a conduit through which love flows through to other people. 
iv. We are chosen and called to be an advertisement; to bear fruit; to attract others to Christ by our love; to testify as to what God’s love does through us; to be different; and to be God’s Ambassadors

v. We are chosen and called to abide and abound. To abide in Christ and abound in the Lord’s work.
vi. We are chosen and called to be God’s partners; we are not Jesus’ slaves, but His partners (this is an undeserved honor).

vii. We can choose not to partner with God.  However, those who do, see the joy of this service. Those who do not fail to see the joy.

D. Jesus Modeled for us What Participation in God’s Mission Looks Like. (Luke 4:18)
i. Jesus’ acts in public demonstrate what our actions should be. We must model this type of behavior.

ii. Everyone is a prisoner of something; with love, we must help set them free. Blindness is more than physical; with love, we must help bring sight. Suffering wears many uniforms; with love, we must do our part to stand in the gap for those being oppressed.

iii. Partnering with Jesus means we get out of the boat and get our hands dirty. We must love people until they ask us why. Before then,  we have nothing to say!

iv. We must view the substitutionary atonement of Christ as the only way to live out our calling. Meaning as a substitute, we share, “take on” the pain of those around us in order to share the love of Christ.
v. We have to become vulnerable and risk what feels comfortable. We have to get in their “mess” as that is the only way to demonstrate love.
vi. Love must flow out of us into a broken world (the rest of God’s creation). If it does not flow out of us, God’s mission has been throttled, it will fail.  We are his hands and feet.  We are his partners.
IV. Group Discussion
1. How does the fact that the Church has been invited to participate in God’s mission and serves as an instrument of God’s love change your perception of your role as a Christ follower?
2. Pastor noted that we do a good job internally of taking care of one another particularly in times of crises. What then can we do individually and collectively, to demonstrate this type of love and caring outside the walls of the church?
3. As Believers we know without a doubt, that God loves us. Right? Since the answer is yes how then, can we share this message with those who are not sure and do so in a non-intrusive, non-threatening way? 
4. If you were to be graded by those your encounter every day on your role as God’s Ambassador what would your grade be and why?

5. Read aloud Luke 4:18 and discuss how you have helped those around you (preferably non-believers) to overcome their challenges?

6. Have you ever truly shared in the pain of a non-believer? Not so much a fleeting sharing rather, where you tarried with them.  If so, can you describe it?

7. What would you be risking (think about this in light of God’s ownership of everything) to love as deeply as it would be required to reach someone who is broken?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

1. Take some time this week and identify someone (preferably a non-believer) in your sphere of influence and love them until they ask why.

2. As a Group, select an issue in your community where you can perform an act of “Church Unusual” and document it.


















