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Overview and Objectives
Title:
Connecting 
Text:
Numbers 16:46-48 
Date:
July 4, 2010 
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Considered what it means to “stand in the gap” by interceding for the lost, meaning those not connected to God
2. Reflected on God’s deep love for the lost.
3. Discussed how sharing God’s burden for the lost leads one into a deeper relationship with God.

4. Explored how praying for the lost sets in motion God’s power in those we pray for, as well as in us.

5. Reviewed exactly what to pray for those not connected to God.

This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts and minds to share God’s burden for the lost, fanning a desire to intercede through prayer on their behalf.
2. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability.  Pastor has been including a “Doers of the Word” encouragement as part of his messages.  The sermon reflections have incorporated Pastor’s encouragements as the lessons’ Faith Builders. 
Since small groups do not meet weekly, you may want to check in with group members to see if they are following what Pastor has suggested, even if you did not discuss the sermon as a group.
Pastor’s encouragements to date have been:

7/4

-      Make a prayer list of 2-3 people you care about and are willing to pray for daily.

· Ask God to create an opportunity where naturally, you can share your story about the difference Christ has made in your life.

· Seek to build a relationship with those you listed.  (Listen to them.  Learn their needs.  Value them.  It’s harder to share your story without the context of love and care)
· Share your story with tenderness, not as a lecture or sermon, but in love, without judgment.
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-     Make a prayer list of 2-3 people who are “lost” in that they are not connected to God, that you are 



willing to pray for daily. (These are not necessarily different from the list of 2-3 above)

· Recognize how deeply they matter to God, and partner with God to love and care and pray for them so they may connect to God and be “found”.

· Specifically, we are to pray the following:

a. Pray that God draws them to Christ.  (John 6:44)

b. Pray that Satan will be bound from blinding them so they may see and recognize God’s truth.  (2 Cor. 4:4).

c. Pray that God will send other Christian in addition to you.  (Matt. 9:37,38)

d. Pray that the Holy Spirit will convict and that they will repent as they become conscious of their sinful nature.  (John 16:8)
e. Pray that they admit their need for God, and accept the gift of God’s grace and salvation. (John 7:37,38).

General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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II. Opening Prayer
III. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
IV. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction - 
i. In an Old Testament story found in Numbers 16, God’s wrath for the sinful uprising against Moses and Aaron is unleashed on the children in Israel in the form of a plague.
ii. Moses instructs Aaron the priest to offer incense to God and make atonement for the people, thus restoring their relationship with God. God responded by stopping the plague. 
iii. In short, Aaron interceded for the people before God. He stood in the gap and consequently saved them from death.
iv. That’s what God wants from us – to stand in the gap for those who do not know him and pray for them, so they may be saved from spiritual death.
B. Praying for Others Who are not Connected to God Connects You to God in a Most Unusual Way
i. God’s heart bleeds for those who are not connected to him.
ii. Jesus illustrates God’s heart for the lost through three consecutive stories:  The Parable of the Lost Sheep, The Parable of the Lost Coin, and The Parable of the Prodigal Son. (Luke 15)
iii. All three stories share the message that the lost are deeply valuable to God, and worthy of an all out search.

iv. Jesus said he came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), and saw our lost-ness as such a tragedy that he was willing to die for us.
v. To deepen our walk with God, his burden for the lost needs to become our burden.  Seeing the lost through God’s eyes, will connect us to the very heart of God.
C. Praying for Others Who Are Not Connected to God Sets in Motion the Power of God to Work in the Most Unusual Ways. 
i. Prayer moves things we did not think could be moved.  

ii. Prayer brings people to God we never expected would come.  (eg. Paul’s transformation from persecutor to Apostle – Acts 9:17-18)

iii. We will be astonished at what God will do when we truly begin to pray for others.  It sets in motion God’s power in their lives.
iv. Also, while praying for others, God sets in motion his power within us.  God gives courage, opens doors, empowers us to show and tell His story, fosters a deeper love for people, gives our lives an impact we never expected, and more.  

v. There’s no telling what God will set in motion when we pray for others.
D. What Should You Pray For Those who are Not Connected to God? 
i. Pray that God draws them to Christ.  (John 6:44)

ii. Pray that Satan will be bound from blinding them so they may see and recognize God’s truth.  (2 Cor. 4:4).

iii. Pray that God will send other Christian in addition to you.  (Matt. 9:37,38)

iv. Pray that the Holy Spirit will convict and that they will repent as they become conscious of their sinful nature.  (John 16:8)
v. Pray that they admit their need for God, and accept the gift of God’s grace and salvation. (John 7:37,38).

V. Group Discussion
1. Share a time when you lost something of value to you.  What lengths did you go through to find it?  Did you find it?  How did you feel?
2. Read the shorter parables in Luke 15: The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin.  What do we learn from these stories?
3. Consider your own lost and found story experience with those lost to God?  How might your life look different if you truly cared for the lost as God does?
4.  Pastor stated that we will deepen our relationship with God if we see the lost through his eyes and share his burden.  How does this deepen our relationship with God?
5. Do you know of anyone who is a Follower of Christ now who was at one time so contrary to God that they are a living testimony to the power of prayer?  Share.

6. Consider the example list of ways praying for others sets in motion God’s power within us.  Can you think of an example when you experienced this power in your own life?  (Specifically when sharing your story in word or deed with someone lost?)
7. As you consider God’s power in your life around praying for others who are not connected to God, what is your reaction?     ____ This is incredible, I want this in my life.       ___ This is a little scary, I’m not sure I want this in my life.   ____ I’m definitely not ready for this.

8. Drawing from the five points under what to pray for (D. above), what is God’s process by which one becomes a Follower of Christ? 
VI. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

1. Share the name or an initial with the group of at least one person from the prayer list Pastor directed us to note on Sunday.  (The person for whom you are committing to “stand in the gap” in prayer for as long as it takes.)  Add this person to the group’s prayer list for prayer support.  Spend time as a group specifically praying the points listed above for the people mentioned.

2.  Two Sunday’s ago, Pastor noted that it was hard to share God’s story with someone you were not in a relationship with.  Next meeting be prepared to share how your prayer commitment is going, as well as your relationship building efforts. 


















