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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction - 
i. Upon Jesus’ final instructions and return to heaven the disciples accepted the fact that a new day had begun.  
ii. They went out and preached everywhere (Mark 16:20). 

iii. Once we become Christians, our new day and mission begins, too. 
B. Your Mission is to Tell God’s Incredible Story
i. Every believer’s mission is to tell God’s story as witnesses.(Acts 1:8) 
ii. We are not called to be attorney’s for God. 
iii. Our story is about what God through Jesus Christ has done for us.

iv. If we are reticent to tell our story we need to be honest about why?
1. Are we ashamed?  Fear rejection?  Misinformed about how?
v. Telling our story is simply that.  It is not forced or a formula.

C. To Fulfill Your Mission You Must Become an Audio-Visual Instrument in the Hands of the Holy Spirit.
i. Audio means our story has to be told. Simply living a godly life without the verbal component is not enough.
ii. We have become so accustomed to the Gospel in Christian circles that we have become fat and complacent.

iii. People are desperate to hear the message we take for granted.

iv. The more we remember how great the God’s story is and what God offers, the more motivated we will be to tell our story. 
v. God offers:  Fulfillment in life (John 10:10); Freedom (John 8); Forgiveness (1 John 1:9)
vi. Not to share the Good News of Jesus Christ is selfish.

vii. Visual means we must reinforce the verbal by the way we live.

viii. The world is not looking for perfection, but honesty and integrity.

D. If You are not Engaged in this Mission or Have Been Derailed from this Mission, Start Now! 
i. We are commanded to go and make disciples (Matt. 28:20), individually and corporately.  It is not an invitation or option.
ii. We are not responsible for conversion.  We do not “win” people to Christ.  We participate in the process God has already begun.  
iii. When someone accepts Christ, there have been a number of people that have participated in that person’s conversion journey.

iv. God only asks us to do our part – to tell the story of our experience.  He produces the transformation.  
E. Next Steps to Start 
i. Make a prayer list of 2-3 people you are willing to pray for daily.
ii. Ask God to create an opportunity for you to share your story naturally.

iii. Build a relationship with each person so God can walk across the relationship into their hearts.

1. We cannot effectively share with people we have no relationship with.  (We need to listen to them, value them and learn their needs) 
iv. Share your story in love, not preaching or lecturing, but with tenderness and sensitivity, withholding judgment.  God will take it from there.
IV. Group Discussion
1. What are some ways you have been taught to do or think about witnessing, evangelism, or sharing the Gospel in the past? 

a. Why might these not be effective today?
2. The Bible tells us that we are to be witnesses of God’s story.  Discuss the differences between a witness and an attorney.  Why is this distinction important?
3.  Have you ever found you were reticent to tell your story of faith in God through Christ?  If so, what do you think that was about?
4. Discuss the concept of being an audio-visual instrument. How balanced are you?
5.  Reflect on the concept that we have become fat and complacent around the Good News of God’s story.  Do you agree or disagree?  Explain.  

a. How can we recapture the joy of reuniting with God through Christ?
6. Discuss the idea that the world really wants what God has to offer: Fulfillment in life, Freedom, Forgiveness. Share examples that illustrate this truth. 
7. Pastor challenged us to talk the walk, and walk the talk, but this does not mean we’re to be perfect. Has it been your experience that the world is looking for perfection or honesty and integrity?  Explain.
8. What is your response to the truth that we do not convert anyone – we are only asked to do our part as witnesses of God’s work in our lives.
V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

1.  Review the components under E. Next Steps to Start. Prayerfully consider and then share the name of one person on your list.  Add this name to the group’s prayer list.  Next time, be ready to share with the group your efforts in relationship building as you prepare to share your story as God leads. 

2.  Reflect on your story in preparation to share it.  What has a personal relationship with Jesus Christ meant to you?  In what ways have you experienced fulfillment, freedom or forgiveness?  You may want to write your story as a letter, or practice sharing your story within the group.  (Be mindful of Christian jargon)


















