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Overview and Objectives
Title:
You’re Not in Kansas Anymore 
Text:
Mark 16:19,20 
Date:
July 4, 2010 
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Discussed the mission of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ as His witnesses by telling their story.
2. Discussed sharing the mission as an “audio-visual” instrument in the hands of the Holy Spirit.
3. Reviewed that it is God who converts and transforms. Their responsibility is to do their part as one of many participants in God’s process.
4. Explored steps for fulfilling the mission, including:
a. Identifying two-three people God has placed on their hearts to share the Good News of Christ
b. Asking God to prepare the way for them to share their story

c. Building a relationship of trust and love as the context for sharing their story

d. Articulating and practicing the telling of their story without Christian jargon
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts and minds to respond to the mission of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ as his witnesses. 
2. The idea that our mission is to tell the Good News of Jesus Christ through our story; that is, how a personal relationship with God has made a difference in our lives, may be a new idea for some.   
3. Some participant’s may have trouble articulating their story because they may not fully understand God’s story.  It may be helpful to review or draw upon a mature member of the group to share God’s story using John 3:16 as a reference point.
4. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. This week takes Pastor’s teaching and encourages group members to put it into action by committing before the group at least one person for whom they will pray for and share their story with as the Spirit leads. 
5. Group members may also need to be encouraged to think through and articulate their story.  To some degree, their story will be shaped by the moment and conversation God opens, but it is also positive for group members to articulate their testimony.  Especially to edit the Christian terminology we so frequently use that may be foreign to those who don’t attend church.
Activity Suggestion:  Encourage group members to share or write their story, not to make it canned, but to assist with reflection and clear thinking about the Good News of Jesus Christ and how it has made a difference in their lives.
Two reflections for articulating one’s story:
· In non-church words, explain God’s story and the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
· How has God’s story impacted your story?
·   How has a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ made a difference in your life?

General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction - 
i. Upon Jesus’ final instructions and return to heaven the disciples accepted the fact that a new day had begun.  
ii. They went out and preached everywhere (Mark 16:20). 

iii. Once we become Christians, our new day and mission begins, too. 
B. Your Mission is to Tell God’s Incredible Story
i. Every believer’s mission is to tell God’s story as witnesses.(Acts 1:8) 
ii. We are not called to be attorney’s for God. 
iii. Our story is about what God through Jesus Christ has done for us.

iv. If we are reticent to tell our story we need to be honest about why?
1. Are we ashamed?  Fear rejection?  Misinformed about how?
v. Telling our story is simply that.  It is not forced or a formula.

C. To Fulfill Your Mission You Must Become an Audio-Visual Instrument in the Hands of the Holy Spirit.
i. Audio means our story has to be told. Simply living a godly life without the verbal component is not enough.
ii. We have become so accustomed to the Gospel in Christian circles that we have become fat and complacent.

iii. People are desperate to hear the message we take for granted.

iv. The more we remember how great the God’s story is and what God offers, the more motivated we will be to tell our story. 
v. God offers:  Fulfillment in life (John 10:10); Freedom (John 8); Forgiveness (1 John 1:9)
vi. Not to share the Good News of Jesus Christ is selfish.

vii. Visual means we must reinforce the verbal by the way we live.

viii. The world is not looking for perfection, but honesty and integrity.

D. If You are not Engaged in this Mission or Have Been Derailed from this Mission, Start Now! 
i. We are commanded to go and make disciples (Matt. 28:20), individually and corporately.  It is not an invitation or option.
ii. We are not responsible for conversion.  We do not “win” people to Christ.  We participate in the process God has already begun.  
iii. When someone accepts Christ, there have been a number of people that have participated in that person’s conversion journey.

iv. God only asks us to do our part – to tell the story of our experience.  He produces the transformation.  
E. Next Steps to Start 
i. Make a prayer list of 2-3 people you are willing to pray for daily.
ii. Ask God to create an opportunity for you to share your story naturally.

iii. Build a relationship with each person so God can walk across the relationship into their hearts.

1. We cannot effectively share with people we have no relationship with.  (We need to listen to them, value them and learn their needs) 
iv. Share your story in love, not preaching or lecturing, but with tenderness and sensitivity, withholding judgment.  God will take it from there.
IV. Group Discussion
1. What are some ways you have been taught to do or think about witnessing, evangelism, or sharing the Gospel in the past? 

a. Why might these not be effective today?
2. The Bible tells us that we are to be witnesses of God’s story.  Discuss the differences between a witness and an attorney.  Why is this distinction important?
3.  Have you ever found you were reticent to tell your story of faith in God through Christ?  If so, what do you think that was about?
4. Discuss the concept of being an audio-visual instrument. How balanced are you?
5.  Reflect on the concept that we have become fat and complacent around the Good News of God’s story.  Do you agree or disagree?  Explain.  

a. How can we recapture the joy of reuniting with God through Christ?
6. Discuss the idea that the world really wants what God has to offer: Fulfillment in life, Freedom, Forgiveness. Share examples that illustrate this truth. 
7. Pastor challenged us to talk the walk, and walk the talk, but this does not mean we’re to be perfect. Has it been your experience that the world is looking for perfection or honesty and integrity?  Explain.
8. What is your response to the truth that we do not convert anyone – we are only asked to do our part as witnesses of God’s work in our lives.
V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

1.  Review the components under E. Next Steps to Start. Prayerfully consider and then share the name of one person on your list.  Add this name to the group’s prayer list.  Next time, be ready to share with the group your efforts in relationship building as you prepare to share your story as God leads. 

2.  Reflect on your story in preparation to share it.  What has a personal relationship with Jesus Christ meant to you?  In what ways have you experienced fulfillment, freedom or forgiveness?  You may want to write your story as a letter, or practice sharing your story within the group. (Be mindful of Christian jargon)


















