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Overview and Objectives

Title:
By His Spirit
Text:
Zechariah 4:1-6
Date:
June 20, 2010
Objective(s): By the end of this lesson participants will:

1.  Considered and discussed the impact of having seen a sermon versus hearing one.

2.  Have reflected upon and considered just some of the roles the Holy Spirit plays in the life of a believer.
3.  Contrasted the faithfulness of their Christian walk against the prevailing messages of the vignettes. 
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 

1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to reflect and share around this study.  

2. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

3. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them.  Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.

4. Take the time to recap key learning/discussion points as a way to reinforce the learning and to enhance application of the lesson.
5. In a time in which so much focus is placed on diversity, we as Believers can sometimes forget that we serve a God of diversity (not divisiveness…) and we at South Bay are blessed to have leadership that cannot be “pigeon holed” into some rote following of a format or script, when presenting the Gospel message. Such was the case from the pulpit this past Sunday. Edgar Guest wrote a poem entitled “Sermons We See” in which he exclaims what many of those whom we come in contact are saying every day “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day;”. A series of vignettes were presented in which the varying ways in which the Holy Spirit manifests itself in the lives of Believers was on display. I pray that the members of your Small Group “caught glimpses” and come prepared to share. Use this time for some free-flowing conversations based on the discussions borne of each person’s take on what they saw.

a. A brief recap will be provided for each vignette along with some suggested questions. Again, these are suggested questions which I am confident may spawn others. Therefore, take your time and allow the Spirit to lead your time together. The objective is to hear from God and to make application of that which He reveals to you.
b. You may not have sufficient time to cover all three vignettes, so you may want to focus on one (1) for your time together and perhaps save the others for another meeting.

c. Vignette 2 deals with a very sensitive subject. Therefore, be very prayerful in approaching this as you may have members of your Small Group with whom this personally resonates based on their life experience. If this is the case for you or for someone in your group, I ask God to comfort them and to strengthen them. I pray for their healing from the harm and hurt and that they know that the love of God is able to restore and renew them. I pray that this message brings them healing and that perhaps, as a result of it, that they are able to be reconciled (if and only if, it is safe to do so) with their family members.

General Overview of Schedule for Facilitators

1. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

2. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

3. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests
4. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.

South Bay Community Church

Small Group Participant’s Guide   

Pastor Bryan K. Murphy & Drama Ministry
Title:
By His Spirit – A Series of Vignettes
Text:
Zechariah 4_1-6
Date:
June 20, 2010
I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights

A. Introduction
i. After the Holy Spirit was ushered in by SBCC’s Choir, Pastor

Murphy expounded briefly on the Scripture passage above. 
ii. He noted that Zechariah was a prophet who was speaking a

spiritual truth into a fallen world. He noted that the seven (7) candles represented the churches spoken of in Revelation and that the Olive trees represented God’s Word (oil) going out into the world (oil of His grace)

iii. He then posed the question “How do we (as Believers today)

go about being a vessel of God’s grace in this world?

He announced that the sermon would be a drama, a series of

vignettes demonstrating the power of the Spirit.

B. Vignette 1 - Priority Meeting
Recap - Two men are on their way to an important business meeting when one of them receives a phone call. The caller is his daughter announcing that much to her father’s dismay, that she is headed off to Vegas to marry a man that is not only disliked by her father, but not long ago, had a retraining order taken out against him to protect her from him! The father emphatically pleads with his daughter and pours out his heart for her, telling her of the type of joy he desires her to have. He bargains with her telling her that if she would only wait and if her prospective fiancé would hold a job for one year, he would pay for the wedding. Their phone call abruptly ends and his friend engages him in conversation and is told of the conversation he had just had with his daughter. The friend listens, actively listens and then offers to attend the business meeting as his friend has a more important meeting to attend; one with God in prayer. The man enters into sincere, heartfelt prayer, not some “Drive By, pious, prayer” where he expresses his anguish over the situation. It is after some time of talking with God that he is “settled” in his spirit and concludes that he must LET GO and LET GOD.
Questions 
i.     Have you ever been in the role of either of these men? One perplexed over the trials of life or, a friend, an encourager one who listens and helps ground the other person and points them back to God?
ii.    In what ways do the concerns of this father parallel those of our heavenly Father? (eg. concerns about unequally yoked relationships, God’s deep desire that we communicate with him.)

iii.   Have you wrestled with God to the point of surrender? True surrender?
iv.   How many times have we uttered “Let Go and Let God” without understanding what that really meant in terms of our need to surrender? 

Takeaway Message – Being in the power of the Spirit means we need to make room for the Spirit to the point of surrender and trust in God.
C. Vignette 2 - Happy Father’s Day Mom
Recap - We enter a scene where a woman, filled with emotion places a call to her uncle to share with him the joy she was experiencing from having received a Father’s Day card and note from her son whom she raised on her own. The mother tearfully expresses her and her son’s thankfulness for the role that he (after having “finished” raising kids…) played in their lives. She goes on to read a note which the son included in which he thanked her for being both mom and dad, her strength in the face of adversity, her trusting God during these times, her having brought him up in a Bible teaching, caring church. He thanked her for the “village” that she enlisted to help raise him. From coaches, to mentors, to tutors and a host of other roles, these men “stepped into the gap” for him and for her.
i. Questions
i.  Did you see yourself in any of the roles dramatized or described             

                      and if so, do you mind sharing?
ii. Did you see the hand of God in all of this? If so, can you please              

                      describe what you saw?

iii. As a result of your seeing/hearing this, what changes might you              

make in your own life, in the life of a child, in the life of a single                       parent?

   Takeaway Message – THANK YOU SINGLE MOMS & DADS         

                       AND THOSE OF YOU WHO STOOD IN THE GAP!!
D. Vignette 3 – Do What You Can Do and Let God Do What You Can’t
Recap - An older gentleman is on the telephone with his son who is sharing with his father the good news of the birth of his daughter. He shares the son’s joy, offers some tidbits of advice. During this conversation he reflects on his fatherhood journey. He tells of the ups and downs of being a husband and a father. He shares with him how his own father had passed along the sage advice of relying on God and to “Do what you can do and let God do what you can’t.” He admonished his son to follow this advice and then he prayed with him. He went on to have a simple conversation with God and to pray. In the former he acknowledged that at times; he fell short of being the type of father he wanted to be. Yet, he thanked God for his journey. In the latter, he asked God to help him become a “good grandfather. He concluded by saying that he was going to take a three (3) mile walk in an attempt to stay healthy in order that he can “chase behind’ his granddaughter.
i.   Questions 
i.  Did you see yourself in any of the roles dramatized or 

                      described and if so, do you mind sharing?

ii. The father in this scene admitted he was not perfect,

                      yet, he maintained an open relationship with God. How does 

                      this fit with your understanding of God and His role for 

                           fathers?

iii. In what ways can we pass down our faith to the next 

    generation?

   Takeaway Message – God does not expect perfection. He 
                       knows that we are but dust and prone to failure. He wants to      

                       to commune with us in every aspect of our lives, so we may  
                       be led of and by the Spirit.  In so doing, our light will shine

                      from generation to generation.
IV. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
During the next week:
Recall these scenes as you need to in order to help build your ministry of faith and service as you share we share the journey with our families and others. If there are areas in your life that need shoring up as a result of this message, shore them up. Take the time to first and foremost, talk with God, to be a friend, to encourage a single parent, to call a family member and to reflect upon the goodness of our God in our lives.   


















