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Overview and Objectives

Title:
Go With God!
Text:
Genesis 28 11:15
Date:
June 13, 2010
Objective(s): By the end of this lesson participants will:

1.  Understand what the role of dreams is in the life of the believer.
2.  Reflect on the promises God has made regarding us.
3.  Set a plan of remembrance that mark the occasions when the work of God was evident.
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 

1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to reflect and share around this study.  

2. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

3. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them.  Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.
4. Take the time to recap key learning/discussion points as a way to reinforce the learning and to enhance application of the lesson.
General Overview of Schedule for Facilitators

1. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

2. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

3. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests
4. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family

South Bay Community Church

Small Group Participant’s Guide      

Pastor Bryan K. Murphy
Title:
Go With God!
Text:
Genesis 28 11:15
Date:
June 13, 2010
I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction
i. The title “Go With God” relates to the graduates who are going on to the next stage. This is also relevant to people in various phases of transition.
ii. These transitional phases often are critical and become our defining moments
iii. Jacob found himself in a critical transitional phase. The main question was, would Jacob go with God?
B. Dreams
i. The prophets had dreams while they were awake, they called them visions.
ii. God is able to communicate with us in various ways.
iii. Our essence is spiritual and we contend with spiritual things Ephesians 6:12
iv. The word of God is the true measurement of the validity of our dreams.

v. The counsel of mature Christian brothers and sisters can also help us determine the validity of our dreams.
vi. Jacob sees his dream as a miraculous sign.
C. Promises
i. Jacob had a history, a pre-existing condition.
ii. Jacob is the descendent of Abraham, the embodiment of God’s plan.
iii. Jacob’s dream happens at a time when he was in distress. He was running for his life from his brother.
iv. Jacob had knowledge of the promises God had for him. However, the God of Abraham became real to him at bethel.
v. We know that God has promises about our future (Jeremiah 29:11). We need to come to the true reality of God’s promises. 

vi. We all have a pre-existing condition (Ephesians 1:13)

vii. We are sealed in the Holy Spirit and kept in God’s care 
D. Promises in God’s Word
i.   God took us from death to life in Christ Jesus – Ephesians 2:1-3
ii.   We are showered with God’s riches and grace- Ephesians 2:47.
iii.  We are God’s workmanship – Ephesians 2:10

iv.  We have victory over death – John 3:16
v.   We are forgiven and saved – Ephesians 1:7
vi.  All things work together for our good – Romans 8:28

vii. God will supply all of our needs – Philippians 4:19

viii. God will provide a way out of temptation – Jude 1:24-25

ix.  God’s grace is sufficient and made perfect in weakness –                     2 Corinthians 12:9

x.  God will never leave us nor forsake us – Deuteronomy 31:8 and Hebrews 13:5

                E. 

Plans
i.   Dream God size dreams
ii.  Remember that God is in the midst of our life’s situation.  We need to allow God to use us and we need to remember His promises.
iii.  The best plans we can make are those that are sandwiched between the promises of God.
iv.  We are wonderfully made by God, our quirks weirdness and all.
v.  If we are living for Christ our life will not be easy. Christ promises to be with us though the hard times; He has overcome the world.

vi. We need to hold on to God during the rough times, His grace is sufficient.
vii.  Jacob built an alter at Bethel as a way of remembering that God is real and had come to Him. 

F.  Conclusion

i.  “Go with God” is not a command but an invitation
ii.   Find out who God is calling you to be

iii.   Remember the promises of God

iv.   Dream big dreams, and be open to what God has for your life.
IV. Group Discussion

1. Discuss the following statement, “All dreams are from God and should be followed”.  Do you agree or disagree?  Explain.

2. Is there a dream you feel God has placed in you?

3. How do you know if a dream is God given?

4. Read section D, “Promises in God’s word”.  What promises resonate the most with you?
5.    Share a time when God showed himself to be true to one of his promises. 
6.    Have you ever “built a remembrance” to remind yourself of God’s revelation?  Explain.
7.    What does dream God size dreams mean to you?
8.    How can we be assured that our plans are God centered?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
During the next week:
Pray that God will bring to your remembrance at least one time that He has shown Himself real. Think about a tangible remembrance that can be a witness to you and others regarding God’s promises. If you have children or grandchildren think about how you could express the goodness of God to them. 

Consider one God size dream you feel God might be calling you to.  What might you do next to pursue this dream?


















