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I. Opening Prayer

II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)

III. Fearless DVD  - Session 6
A. How Big is Your God
i. Pocket-sized God; detached and not very capable.

ii. We need to move God from our “do me a favor” / “make me a buck” box and see Him in His all-powerful glory.

iii. God is not a genie in a lamp.

iv. We need to see God as the awe-inspiring God He is.

B. The transfigured Christ
i. The disciples’ initial response to Christ’s transfiguration was an irrational fear, as if they had seen a ghost.

ii. In this state, Jesus was radically different; He went from being a meek carpenter to a being of divine light.

iii. Jesus planned this revelation of himself carefully. 
C. It is Jesus Who Is Sovereign and We Live to Serve Him
i. Jesus’ glory is far too big to predict, manage or control.

ii. In the early part of the New Testament, Jesus appeared meek and gentle.

iii. After Jesus’ transfiguration we see His true, divine nature.

iv. We must not hold on to images of Jesus which do not fit with His having all power and glory.
D. Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom
i. This fear is not the peace-stealing fear that some have.

ii. As our awe of Jesus expands, our fear of life diminishes.

iii. According to Scripture, the proper fear of God is also part of the consummating gift of salvation. It is the wonder and awe of God.

iv. Proverbs 15:33 describes fear of the Lord as the "discipline"   or "instruction" of wisdom.
IV.  Group Discussion

1. If you were one of Jesus’ disciples, how would you have responded to His transfiguration?

2. Has your perception of Jesus changed over time? If so, how?

a. Pastor Murphy noted that Jesus planned the revelation of who He is carefully and over time. Would you say that this also applies to you in your walk with Christ?

3. In what ways have you reduced Jesus down to a handful of doctrines attempting to fit Him into the boxes of your life?

4. Do you need a God that you can control? 

a. What would your life look like if God were in complete control?

5. What will it take for you to realize that God is too big to be contained in anything we can devise or imagine?

6. What kind of fear leads to wholeness, love, and freedom from self-indulgence, rather than groveling servitude?

7. How long has it been since you have had an encounter with the transfigured Christ?

8. What have you learned in the last six weeks that has altered your understanding about the connection between our relationship with God and our fears?

9. As a result of this study, in what way have you become better equipped to help others cope with their fears?

10. How have you changed your own methods of dealing with the fears in your own life since we began this study?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

Allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart as you ask God to clarify the message he has for you today.  Then consider sharing the following:

· I do not have the image of God in His all-powerful glory, and I am fearful of some things, but this session has helped me to: _____________________________.  In the future I plan to ______________________________________.

· I have settled the issue of Jesus’ sovereignty and my needing to live to serve Him. From this lesson I feel led to ___________________________________. 

· From this lesson I plan to ______________________.  OR, I would really like to ask the group to __________________.

· None of the above really apply to me, but from this lesson I do believe the Spirit is telling me​​​​​​​:​___________________________________________________
Group Faith Builder and Encouragement: Imagine your life, wholly untouched by angst. What if faith, not fear, was your default reaction to threats? If you could hover a fear magnet over your heart and extract every last shaving of dread, insecurity, and doubt, what would remain? Envision a day, just one day, when you could trust more and fear less. Can you imagine your life without fear?
Before we can tell the world our story, we must hold to a right image of who Jesus is. Take some time this week and read through the Gospels and other books of the New Testament to ensure you have the right view of Jesus. Once you have solidified it in your heart and minds discuss it within your Small Group or with your accountability partner. Then look for opportunities to share with your unsaved family members, friends, co-workers, classmates and neighbors, Christ’s goodness, His mercy, His grace and how a proper fear of the LORD eliminates the commonly held fears of life.
Trust More. Fear Less. Go Tell It


















