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I. Opening Prayer

II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)

III. Fearless DVD  - Session 5
A. News of Global Calamity Abounds
i. Incessantly fueled by the media, it spreads like wildfire
ii. Many live waiting for the “other shoe to drop”.
iii. Life is dangerous; God is aware of this and our pain and He has written a book about it.
iv. Jesus tells us not to be concerned about it.
B. Be aware of our situation with a rational concern vs. being alarmed to the point of freaking out.
i. Be a realist versus being a cynic.
ii. Christians by our very nature should handle bad news differently than non-Christians.
iii. Jesus told us that there would be wars and rumors of wars for as long as we live on this earth.
C. Life can be fatal to your health
i. Life with Jesus is not an easy journey however, Jesus promises to be with us always.
ii. Jesus’ burden is light; we get to walk step-by-step with Him.

iii. Jesus warned us that “false teachers” would emerge in these times. 

iv. Pastor noted that high volume does not equate to sound faith.

v. This is just the beginning of persecution of Christians in America, it will increase. 

vi. Those of weak conviction will abandon the faith.
D. It takes real courage to live for Christ in the days ahead
i. Christians will have to embrace simultaneously, difficulty and the ultimate triumph.
ii. Christians must live somewhere between blind denial and blatant panic.
iii. The world needs level headed, clear thinking and still-believing followers of Christ.
iv. Christians must bring others to focus on God and His grace in times of tragedy.
E. All things flow out of the will of God and all things will one day serve His purpose.
i. We can trust that God is good, loving and in control.
ii. Our vision is limited; what looks like terror to us might actually be triumph.

iii. What looks like heartbreak may actually be healing.
iv. Everything will work out in the end!

v. If it is not working out…it is not the end!

vi. God still reigns!
IV.  Group Discussion

1. Given the reality of Jesus’ statement concerning wars and rumors of wars, should we be praying for peace and if so, what kind of peace and for who?
2. Given the media’s constant bombardment of messages intended to keep you living in fear (terrorism, global warming, economics, crime et. al.), what do you do to keep from falling prey to the intended mentality?
3. Being that life is temporary should this have an affect on our daily routine? Should this impact our priorities?
4. How sturdy are the bolts of your faith?  What do you believe?
a. (Respond not with head knowledge, but heart knowledge. Not in Christianese, but in your own words.  What would you say you believe to your unsaved family and friends?)
5. How can we make a difference in our communities by our response in the face of fear?

6. Do you thing you could endure the type of persecution endured by the early Christ followers or that of current followers in other lands?

7. Have you endured persecution or ridicule as a result of your Christian faith? If so, how did you respond? 

8. Pastor’s statements: “What looks like terror to us might actually be triumph.”   ” What looks like heartbreak may actually be healing.” How might they challenge you to re-think your perceptions of things you see?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

Allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart as you ask God to clarify the message he has for you today.  Then consider sharing the following:
· I struggle with fear of global calamity, but tonight has helped me to: _____________________________________.  In the future I plan to ______________________________________.

· For the most part, I’m at peace with the issue of global calamity.  From this lesson I feel led to ________________________________________________  
· I have been impacted in some form by global calamity. Here is how I dealt with it ________________. From this lesson I______________________.  OR, I would really like to ask the group to __________________.
· None of the above really apply to me, but from this lesson I do believe the Spirit is telling me​​​​​​​:​___________________________________________________
Group Faith Builder and Encouragement: Be intentional to do things which help strengthen your bolts of faith and then look for opportunities to engage unsaved family and friends around the topic of global calamity.

Remember, the world, your world, needs level headed, clear thinking and still-believing followers of Christ. Therefore, set your sights on the promised future and live in the present by the power of faith.


















