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Overview and Objectives
Title:
What We Believe – A friend you can depend on
Text:
John14:15-27
Date:
Mar 21, 2010
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will: 
1. Understand the role Holy Spirit plays in the life of a believer

2. Understand the role of the Holy Spirit in the context of the world and the Church

3. Reflect on the need to intentionally develop a life that is constantly dependent on the Holy Spirit

This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to do self-examination and reflection around our dependence on the Holy Spirit.
2. The Triune God is one of the greatest mysteries of our faith.   Although the word Trinity is never used in the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation the idea the God is Three Persons, but One God is very clear.  And yet, we often do not spend a great deal of time reflecting on the distinctive work of the Holy Spirit.  This discussion will allow us to do just that. 
3. You may want to begin or end this study with the worship song, Father I Adore You, which affirms our love for the Triune God.  The words and music may be found at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUhY43589a0
4. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 
5. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them.  Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.
General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap
and Discussion Questions



(50 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

3. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(15 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
4. Fellowship/Support






(15 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.

South Bay Community Church
Small Group Participant’s Guide 
        Minister Paula Fuller

What We Believe – A Friend You Can Depend On

      03/21/10
I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Scripture Text:  John 14:15-27
IV. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction – God The Father, Jesus, and The Holy Spirit
i. Jesus comforts the disciples by telling them of the counselor that will be with them forever. 
ii. God is one Lord in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
iii. We often have an understanding of God the Father, and may understand Jesus is the Son of God. But we may not be as clear on who the Holy Spirit is. 
iv. The Holy Spirit is part of the God Head

v. Because of tradition or past experiences we may be afraid or confused about the role of the Holy Spirit.
B. It’s impossible to depend on someone you don’t know or trust (John14:17;1Corinthians 2:14)
i. If we do not know much about The Holy Spirit it is impossible to live in conscious dependence on Him

ii. Without salvation through Jesus, the Holy Spirit makes no sense. 
iii. Anyone who has accepted Jesus is in the position to build a trusting relationship with the Holy Spirit
iv. Strong friendships are built on knowledge and trust

C. The Holy Spirit is a gift to be received, and plays an instrumental role in the life of the believer (Acts 2:38)
i. When we are born again, the Holy Spirit is given as a gift
ii. The Holy Spirit comes to give us council, He is the Spirit of Truth
iii. He teaches us all things and reminds us of what Jesus said 

iv. The Holy Spirit empowers us and make us witnesses to the power of the Gospel

v. The Spirit gives us the ability to live a holy life

vi. The Spirit transforms us from the inside out

vii. In order to avail ourselves of the Spirit’s full function, we must read the manual (God’s Word)

D. The Holy Spirit plays broad role in the world and in the life of the Church (John 16:7-11;1Corithians 12:4-11)
i. The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin and righteousness, as evidenced in the fact that there are things we all agree are sin
ii. The Spirit provides a sense of conviction, which is a blessing because it guides us. 
iii. Even when we believe we have gotten away with something, we haven’t really because the Holy Spirit lives in us.
iv. The Holy Spirit gives different gifts to those in the Body of Christ (at least one to every believer), to build up the Body for a common good. 
v. The church cannot be what God wants it to be if each of us are not putting our gifts into practice

vi. Although there are differing gifts, the Holy Spirit brings unity

E. Consciousness dependence on The Holy Spirit in not just about awareness and knowledge, but also about practice
i. We need to be intentional about building a relationship with The Holy Spirit.
ii. We need to build time and space to experience The Holy Spirit

iii. We give our time and attention to things that are important to us or things we want to get good at.
iv. Spiritual disciplines (Bible study, prayer, worship, etc.) help us practice dependence on The Holy Spirit

v. God is inviting us to experience more of the gift of The Holy Spirit and to recognize The Holy Spirit as a friend that He has provided for us to depend on

V. Group Discussion
1. What do you think the disciples were expecting when Jesus said a counselor would come?
2. How do your expectations of your relationship with the Holy Spirit compare to what the disciples may have been expecting?
3. Is there a way that you differentiate your relationship with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit?  (Three Persons, One God?)

4. How can one show trust in The Holy Spirit? Is this trust an action, a feeling, or both? Expound on your answer.
5. Why is conviction a blessing? Is there a situation when conviction is not a blessing?
6. How can we truly experience God’s Spirit? Is this experience solely dependent on us?
7. How does the Spirit give us the ability to live a Holy life?
VI. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
Minister Fuller stated that we give our time and attention to those things that are important to us.  Take time to think out about how much time you spend connecting with The Holy Spirit.

During this next week how can you increase this time? What spiritual disciplines do you need to practice?
Come up with a plan of action to increase your time experiencing The Holy Spirit. Next week you can share with each other what you did.


















