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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Scripture Text:  James 1:13-18

IV. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction – The Necessity of New Birth
i. New Birth is where our life in Christ begins - it involves a conscious rejection of a life of sin and the acceptance of a new life through the Holy Spirit. 
ii. New Birth is not something that we manufacture.  It is a gift that we accept.  It is made possible by Christ’s redeeming work on the cross.
iii. Anything new can be exciting:  A new home, new car, new job, new relationship, can produce short term exhilaration, but doesn’t last.
iv. Like everything else, the zeal that comes from a new life in Christ can also begin to fade over time.  
B. New Birth:  Life Before Christ (BC) vs. Life After Christ (AC)
i. Once you experience new birth through Jesus Christ, you are no longer a sinner.  You are a saint who sins.  The Spirit of God resides in all of those who place their faith in Jesus.  Though you sin, you are not a slave to sin because of the gift of Christ.
ii. When we fall to temptation, it is not God tempting us. God does not put us in circumstances that lead us to failure.  He works to build us up and bring us closer to Him.
C. Recapturing the Zeal of New Birth in Christ: 

Our burdens are not Our Treasures
i. Sometimes we lose the zeal of new birth in Christ because we choose to wallow in our sin, failures and short comings.
ii. When we carry baggage like treasures through life, we not only burden our own walk with God, but we burden our relationships and make joy and completeness difficult for our friends and loved ones, as well.
iii. We all had lives prior to finding Jesus.  But once we experience new birth in Christ, we are new creations.  God challenges us to leave our regrets behind.  They are who we were, not who we are.
D. Recapturing the Zeal of New Birth In Christ:

  Accept God’s Forgiveness and Release Guilt
i. Sometimes when people attempt to assist us in moving beyond our pain we become resentful and even angry. We may not see ourselves as deserving forgiveness from them. 
ii. But in doing this we are putting ourselves in God’s place.  He is the only one allowed to determine who deserves forgiveness and who doesn’t.
iii. In the same way, we can also push God away when He looks beyond our transgressions and attempts to pull us nearer to Him. 
iv. This robs us of the joy of being in relationship with Him, as new creatures who are completely forgiven.
E. The conversion experience of New Birth is only the first step, not the last.
i. Conversion is when we surrender our will for God’s will.  It’s when we accept Christ as our salvation and repent of our sins for a new life.
ii.  After conversion God begins to transform us and make us brand new.  The old habits and desires may still be present, but they no longer control us.  We are no longer slaves to them.
iii. Thus, every day is a day of new birth.  Every day is a new opportunity to have victory over our challenges and to partner with God to bring His joy and salvation to the world.
V. Group Discussion
1. Do you ever feel like your relationship with God is not as exciting and passionate as it once was?  If so, what has caused this change?

2. Respond to the quote “you are not a sinner you are a saint who sins”. What do you see as the difference between the two?

3. What “treasures” do you tend to carry from your past? What would it take for you to really leave them behind?

4. Can you think of a time when you were struggling with something and you pushed away anybody who tried to help?  If so, why did you push them away?
5. Can you think of a time when you can say you really knew God had forgiven you?  Perhaps without sharing details, how did that acceptance make you feel?

6. Are you more available to God now than you’ve ever been?  If not, when in your life were you most in tune with God’s Word and purpose for your life?
7. If you really accepted that every day is a day of new birth in Christ, how might your life change?

VI. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
If we continuously focused on Christ, then our relationship with Him would always be at its strongest point.  Unfortunately, our spiritual life is more like a roller coaster than an ascending plane.  
Where are you currently in you walk with Christ?   Need more zeal?
Come up with a plan of action to enhance your walk with God and share it with the group.  Next week you can share with each other how you faired implementing your goal.


















