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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction – What is Fellowship
i. Over the years the term “fellowship” has been watered down to mean just about anything that involves more than one person. 
ii. There are components that must be attached to fellowship in order for it to be the true fellowship the Bible calls us to be a part of.
iii. “My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you” John 15:12.  Our love for one another should be a reflection of Christ’s love for us.  “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” John 15:13.  Christ displayed this unparalleled love when he laid down his life for us.
iv. Fellowship is when those in relationship with one another invite the spirit of God to reside at the center.
B. Knowledge of God does not necessarily equate to friendship with God.
i. “You are my friends if you do what I command” John 15:14.  The key word here is “IF”.  The word “if” lets us know that our friendship with God has conditions.  
ii. It is quite possible to be a serious student of the Word and a lifelong church-goer, but still not have established a friendship with God.  Friendship with God hinges on obedience.
iii. For Jesus to even consider us as possible friends should blow our minds.  Though we have not (and could not) earn His friendship, every one of us has the opportunity to be a personal friend with the creator of the universe.  This is because His love for us covers our sin and bridges the wide gap between us and Him.

C. “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers” 2 Corinth 6:14
i. When a person becomes friends with Jesus their nature is completely changed.
ii. When we give our lives to Christ we are tempted to shun anyone who has not done so.  This is against God’s direction to “go and make disciples”.  To make disciples we must be among those who are not currently disciples.
iii. Others who have given their life to Christ sometimes choose to mirror the lifestyles and behaviors of non-believers.  This is being yoked to unbelievers.  As Christians our lives should be different from the people of the world.  
D. We did not choose, but were chosen to follow Jesus.
i. We are individually called and chosen by God to serve His purposes.
ii. “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last” John 15:16a.
iii. The church body is not a random collection of individuals.  Church bodies are chosen by God for their appointed time and place to continue the work that Jesus began. 
iv. We can bear no fruit apart from the will of God.  To be in tune with the will of God we must be serious about understanding and following through on our God-given purpose or mission.
v. We cannot be in Christ and serve his purposes by ourselves.  We need one another to sharpen and rebuke and support each other as we journey toward the goals God has for us.  We are called to see to the needs of another member of the body of Christ, just as another member is called to see to our own.
IV. Group Discussion
1. What do you think of when you think of the word fellowship?
2. Can you be in true fellowship with non-believers?
3. Have you ever considered whether you were a servant of God, a friend of God, or both?  Is it possible to be both?  Share with the group your thoughts.  
4. If you were a close personal friend of the President or some other international figure how would it make you feel?  Would you ever brag to friends about it?  How much more amazing should we feel to be thought of as a friend by Jesus?  Do you ever brag to people about that relationship?
5. How can we live in this world and not find ourselves yoked with unbelievers?
6. How does it make you feel to know you were individually chosen by God?
7. How does it make you feel to know that even those people in the church you don’t care for were individually chosen by God to be yoked with you?
8. In what ways do you practice the fellowship of believers?

9. How might you grow in this area? 

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
From this week’s sermon and discussion, I feel God is leading me to:
Pastor Murphy spoke of how Roman soldiers used their shields not to protect themselves but the person next to them while another soldier protected him.  

Take time this week to consider how you may be of service to another friend in the faith.  Make an effort to focus a little less on your own challenges.  Pray for God’s guidance as to how you may be of service to another.


















