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I. Opening Prayer

II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)

III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights

A. LO$T Series Recap.

i. Being financially lost robs us of the freedom to live as God intended, limits our opportunities to be generous towards others, and robs us of peace of mind.

ii. God doesn’t want our money, He wants our hearts and the two are intertwined. How we use money reveals our true devotions.

iii. God uses money as a test- He tests us with it, and He invites us to test Him with it.

iv. We must watch for “Eve Syndrome” (greed; discontent, etc.)
v. God has given us more than we need. What we do in this life with the money we are given has eternal implications. 

vi. Psalm 24 reveals the Christian world view: All belongs to God.
vii. Pastor Long challenged us to make 4 decisions that will get us moving in the right direction financially:

B.  Choose a percentage of your income on which to live. (1 Corinthians 9:24-25)

i. Most of us are unaware of the percentage of our income on which we are living, but it is wise to find out this percentage and make adjustments if necessary.

ii. If we don’t consciously decide this percentage, then our culture, our greed, or our bad habits will choose it for us.

iii. We must make sure that our lifestyle and our income meet at the appropriate place. When the cost of our lifestyle falls below our income level, we can experience peace. When lifestyle rises above our income, we are stressed. 

iv. This takes discipline and self control. This is not an easy task, but highly worth the payoff.

C. Track Your Spending (Luke 19:15)

i. God has given us money to manage. “Our” money is loaned from God. It is not ours to waste!

ii. If you want to be blessed financially, then you must know where your money is going.

iii. The more money you have, the more you need to keep track of where it’s going so that it is not wasted. 

D. Get Rid of Dumb Debt NOW (Romans 13:7-8)

i. Dumb debt = debt acquired by buying things that we don’t need, or things we don’t know where or what it is. This is debt on  anything we own that does not appreciate in value.

ii. Don’t be a slave to people/companies who don’t care about you or your best interest. 

iii. People who are committed to getting out of debt tend to get out of it faster than people who aren’t committed. 
iv. God will work miracles for people who make a commitment to get out of debt. 

E. Give First, Save Second, Live On the Rest (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

i. When we give first, it breaks the power of greed and brings us back in line with contentment.

ii. God’s values tell us to take care of others first and then take care of self. 

iii. We are not to give reluctantly or as a result of pressure. God wants a cheerful giver. He will give us all we need and a little more so that we can give to others. 

iv. We’re often legalistic when it comes to tithing- if I don’t tithe, God won’t bless me. God wants us to tithe because we want to, not because we have to.

v. Four things will happen if we step up to these challenges: We’ll become more generous, we’ll become more financially secure, we’ll be more content, and we’ll be better prepared to do God’s will.  

IV.  Group Discussion

1. How do you think the idea of choosing the percentage on which you live can change the way you use money?

2. Share with the group your method of tracking your spending. 

3. How has tracking your spending, or lack thereof affected your lifestyle?

4. What “dumb debt” have you incurred? What lead you to making that purchase?

5. Why do you think that giving first can lead to greater contentment?

6. What has been your view of tithing? Do you consider yourself a cheerful giver?

7. How has this series about being financially lost impacted your spending habits? 

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

After listening to the sermon and tonight’s discussion, which of the challenges that Pastor Long provided do you think you can take on this week? Share it with your small group and follow up with one another on your progress. 

Your Challenges: 

1.Calculate the percentage of your income on which you are currently living. Make a plan to adjust your percentage so that you can give and save more than you currently are. Pray for guidance toward opportunities for which you can pour out your generosity. 

2. Calculate your total debt. Seek advice if necessary on how to go about reducing your debt, then set a goal for yourself to have it reduced by a certain percent by a certain date. 

