Overview and Objectives
Title:
Rescued- Planning Your Escape

Text:
Proverbs 28:26

Date:
January 31, 2010

Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. An understanding that it is impossible to be financially lost and a follower of Christ.

2. An understanding that being financially lost robs us of our peace of mind and the freedom to do God’s will. 

3. Tools to help them move from being financially lost.

This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 

1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to do self-examination and reflection around financial decisions and habits. 
2. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

3. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them.  Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.

Special Announcements: 

1.  Annual Vision Casting Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 3rd. 

     Please encourage small group members to take part in the decision-making processes of our church. 

2. SBCC is offering Financial Peace University workshops to help members and friends gain control over their finances. 

     The workshops will be held for nine weeks beginning Wednesday, February 10th. Please contact Jason Watson for more information. 

General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)

If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)

2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.

5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer

II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)

III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights

A.
LO$T Series Recap.

i. Being financially lost robs us of the freedom to live as God intended, limits our opportunities to be generous towards others, and robs us of peace of mind.

ii. God doesn’t want our money, He wants our hearts and the two are intertwined. How we use money reveals our true devotions.

iii. God uses money as a test- He tests us with it, and He invites us to test Him with it.

iv. We must watch for “Eve Syndrome” (greed; discontent, etc.)

v. God has given us more than we need. What we do in this life with the money we are given has eternal implications. 

vi. Psalm 24 reveals the Christian world view: All belongs to God.

vii. Pastor Long challenged us to make 4 decisions that will get us moving in the right direction financially:

B.  Choose a percentage of your income on which to live. (1 Corinthians 9:24-25)

i. Most of us are unaware of the percentage of our income on which we are living, but it is wise to find out this percentage and make adjustments if necessary.

ii. If we don’t consciously decide this percentage, then our culture, our greed, or our bad habits will choose it for us.

iii. We must make sure that our lifestyle and our income meet at the appropriate place. When the cost of our lifestyle falls below our income level, we can experience peace. When lifestyle rises above our income, we are stressed. 

iv. This takes discipline and self control. This is not an easy task, but highly worth the payoff.

C. Track Your Spending (Luke 19:15)

i. God has given us money to manage. “Our” money is loaned from God. It is not ours to waste!

ii. If you want to be blessed financially, then you must know where your money is going.

iii. The more money you have, the more you need to keep track of where it’s going so that it is not wasted. 

D. Get Rid of Dumb Debt NOW (Romans 13:7-8)

i. Dumb debt = debt acquired by buying things that we don’t need, or things we don’t know where or what it is. This is debt on  anything we own that does not appreciate in value.

ii. Don’t be a slave to people/companies who don’t care about you or your best interest. 

iii. People who are committed to getting out of debt tend to get out of it faster than people who aren’t committed. 
iv. God will work miracles for people who make a commitment to get out of debt. 

E. Give First, Save Second, Live On the Rest (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

i. When we give first, it breaks the power of greed and brings us back in line with contentment.

ii. God’s values tell us to take care of others first and then take care of self. 

iii. We are not to give reluctantly or as a result of pressure. God wants a cheerful giver. He will give us all we need and a little more so that we can give to others. 

iv. We’re often legalistic when it comes to tithing- if I don’t tithe, God won’t bless me. God wants us to tithe because we want to, not because we have to.

v. Four things will happen if we step up to these challenges: We’ll become more generous, we’ll become more financially secure, we’ll be more content, and we’ll be better prepared to do God’s will.  

2.  Group Discussion

1. How do you think the idea of choosing the percentage on which you live can change the way you use money?

2. Share with the group your method of tracking your spending. 

3. How has tracking your spending, or lack thereof affected your lifestyle?

4. What “dumb debt” have you incurred? What lead you to making that purchase?

5. Why do you think that giving first can lead to greater contentment?

6. What has been your view of tithing? Do you consider yourself a cheerful giver?

7. How has this series about being financially lost impacted your spending habits? 

3. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

After listening to the sermon and tonight’s discussion, which of the challenges that Pastor Long provided do you think you can take on this week? Share it with your small group and follow up with one another on your progress. 

Your Challenges: 

1.Calculate the percentage of your income on which you are currently living. Make a plan to adjust your percentage so that you can give and save more than you currently are. Pray for guidance toward opportunities for which you can pour out your generosity. 

2. Calculate your total debt. Seek advice if necessary on how to go about reducing your debt, then set a goal for yourself to have it reduced by a certain percent by a certain date. 
