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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. To recover from or to avoid being financially lost, we need to understand the Eve Syndrome
i.  In Luke 12:13 A man was so obsessed about solving the issue of his inheritance, that he missed Jesus’ was teaching

ii. The man only saw Jesus as a solver of His problem
iii. Jesus warns about being set in greed and missing all that God has.
iv. Too often, no matter what we have, we want more. 
v. In Genesis 3, Eve was drawn away from God because she wanted more. (The Eve Syndrome)
vi. Eve lived in the most perfect place on Earth and dwelled with God, but she did not appreciate what she had. 
vii. God was not enough; she wanted more.
viii. What Eve had was Greed.

ix. Greed is to reject that what God has provided as sufficient, and to hunger for more.
x. It’s hard to see greed in ourselves, but we can see it in others.
xi. Greed is the American Ideal; we learn to want more and more.

xii. When you live above your means, compromise your values for gain, and are preoccupied with money and things; you are displaying signs of the Eve Syndrome.

B.  To Recover from or to avoid being financially lost, we need to understand that God has given us so much
i. There are times in life when we may not have more than we need. However, we do not “live” in those times, they eventually pass.
ii. We often define and justify our wants as needs; which drives our income.

iii. When our life style presses against our income, our question is not “why do I have so much?” but rather “why don’t I have more?”

iv. When we start asking “Why do I have so much?” our whole financial outlook will change.

v. The challenge is to stop pressing our income to meet a lifestyle (stop making our wants our needs).  Then we will find we have more than enough.

vi. In Luke chapter 12 the rich man never realized that he was not the creator of his wealth. The reason he had extra was not to store it up; rather he was to give it to others.

vii. The question is “Did God give you extra to bolster or improve your life style?” or “Did God give you extra to share with others who may not have enough?”

C. To recover from or to avoid being financially lost, we need to understand that our lives continue beyond time (Luke 12:20-21)
i. In Biblical times, the idea was clear that life was loaned to you and you would need to give it back.
ii. The rich man in the parable mistook his Bible for his check book, his body for his soul, and time for eternity.

iii. Christ was clear that our actions can make us poor in this world and the next.
iv. Money can either make you generous or selfish; it depends on what is in your soul.

v. The question is “What is in your Soul?”

IV.  Group Discussion

1. Share with the group the things that you have in your life that you may (like Eve) be taking for granted and not appreciating.
2. Discuss the effects of always wanting more.

3. What are you obsessed with having? Why are you obsessed with it?

4. Why is American Culture built on wanting more?

5. What has God given you over and above your needs?

6. What might be some reasons God has given you this?

7. How do we in modern times “Store up our riches”

8. What are the consequences of storing your riches and not sharing with those in need?

9. What does it mean to understand that our lives continue beyond time?

10. What should we emphasize if our lives continue beyond time?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

After listening to the sermon and tonight’s discussion, what is one thing you feel the Holy Spirit leading you to do?    How can the group support/hold you accountable to obey the Spirit’s prompting?
Last week you were asked to ledger your resources and make adjustment to glorify God. This week journal the changes that either were made or are scheduled to be made.


















