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Overview and Objectives
Title:
Flash Back
Text:
Luke 12:13-21
Date:
Jan 17, 2010
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. A clear understanding of the Eve Syndrome and how it affects their finances
2. Gain an understanding of why God has blessed us with so much.

3. Consider the role of eternity in our finances
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to do self-examination and reflection around financial decisions and habits. 
2. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

3. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them.  Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.
Special Announcement re: Prayer Retreat on January 23, 2010 and Small Groups

Our annual church wide prayer retreat is only two weeks away and there could be no better time to pray than now!

This past Sunday in the church bulletin there was a seven day prayer guide.  It could be used starting this coming Saturday or Sunday, and includes a scripture, reflection and prayer for each day leading up to the retreat.

Please encourage group members to attend the retreat and use the prayer guide.  (Additional guides will be available in the lobbies of the church this coming Sunday.)

One small group idea to maximize our church wide time of prayer would be for the group to divide into prayer partners.  Partners could agree to go through the guide, and touch base via phone or email for accountability and support each day for the week.  

The guide also includes “group” discussion questions that prayer partners may wish to discuss together for growth, bonding, and encouragement.
Hope to see everyone at the retreat!
General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. To recover from or to avoid being financially lost, we need to understand the Eve Syndrome
i.  In Luke 12:13 A man was so obsessed about solving the issue of his inheritance, that he missed Jesus’ was teaching

ii. The man only saw Jesus as a solver of His problem
iii. Jesus warns about being set in greed and missing all that God has.
iv. Too often, no matter what we have, we want more. 
v. In Genesis 3, Eve was drawn away from God because she wanted more. (The Eve Syndrome)
vi. Eve lived in the most perfect place on Earth and dwelled with God, but she did not appreciate what she had. 
vii. God was not enough; she wanted more.
viii. What Eve had was Greed.

ix. Greed is to reject that what God has provided as sufficient, and to hunger for more.
x. It’s hard to see greed in ourselves, but we can see it in others.
xi. Greed is the American Ideal; we learn to want more and more.

xii. When you live above your means, compromise your values for gain, and are preoccupied with money and things; you are displaying signs of the Eve Syndrome.

B.  To Recover from or to avoid being financially lost, we need to understand that God has given us so much
i. There are times in life when we may not have more than we need. However, we do not “live” in those times, they eventually pass.
ii. We often define and justify our wants as needs; which drives our income.

iii. When our life style presses against our income, our question is not “why do I have so much?” but rather “why don’t I have more?”

iv. When we start asking “Why do I have so much?” our whole financial outlook will change.

v. The challenge is to stop pressing our income to meet a lifestyle (stop making our wants our needs).  Then we will find we have more than enough.

vi. In Luke chapter 12 the rich man never realized that he was not the creator of his wealth. The reason he had extra was not to store it up; rather he was to give it to others.

vii. The question is “Did God give you extra to bolster or improve your life style?” or “Did God give you extra to share with others who may not have enough?”

C. To recover from or to avoid being financially lost, we need to understand that our lives continue beyond time (Luke 12:20-21)
i. In Biblical times, the idea was clear that life was loaned to you and you would need to give it back.
ii. The rich man in the parable mistook his Bible for his check book, his body for his soul, and time for eternity.

iii. Christ was clear that our actions can make us poor in this world and the next.
iv. Money can either make you generous or selfish; it depends on what is in your soul.

v. The question is “What is in your Soul?”

IV.  Group Discussion

1. Share with the group the things that you have in your life that you may (like Eve) be taking for granted and not appreciating.
2. Discuss the effects of always wanting more.

3. What are you obsessed with having? Why are you obsessed with it?

4. Why is American Culture built on wanting more?

5. What has God given you over and above your needs?

6. What might be some reasons God has given you this?

7. How do we in modern times “Store up our riches”

8. What are the consequences of storing your riches and not sharing with those in need?

9. What does it mean to understand that our lives continue beyond time?

10. What should we emphasize if our lives continue beyond time?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer

After listening to the sermon and tonight’s discussion, what is one thing you feel the Holy Spirit leading you to do?    How can the group support/hold you accountable to obey the Spirit’s prompting?
Last week you were asked to ledger your resources and make adjustment to glorify God. This week journal the changes that either were made or are scheduled to be made.


















