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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing from previous meeting(s)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. Christ came with out fanfare
ii. His coming was so significant that it affected the world at large

B. The Story of Joseph
i. The story of Joseph is one of forgiveness and love
ii. Joseph’s suffering helped him and us see God in His journey

iii. Joseph showed  love to his brother by forgiving them

iv. There can be no love with out forgiveness

C. The Example of Christ
i. There is an abundance of historical evidence that shows that Jesus lived.
ii. God wrapped Himself in human flesh to show that He knew us and that we can know Him.

iii. Hebrews tells us that Christ was tempted in all ways but was found to be without sin.

iv. The ultimate temptation was that Christ could have used his Godly power to avoid suffering but He did not. Christ did not fall to temptation

v. He suffered so that we could be forgiven; He did this because he loved us.

D. Our Forgiveness Story
i. 1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us that God is with us through our suffering and we can stand because of Him.
ii. We all have been hurt by someone and have reasons not to forgive.
iii. God knows that it is not in our carnal nature to forgive.

iv. We have trouble forgiving people when they are not who we think they should be.

v. God asks us to forgive others in spite of our unforgiving nature.

vi. God never asks us to do more than what we a re capable of.

vii. In order to show true love we must be able to forgive.

viii. If we can not forgive we will not be forgiven (Matthew 18:25-29)

E. Forgiveness Allows Us to Love All
i. People react out of pain, they usually are not trying to hurt us
ii. We become empowered by authentic forgiveness ( Romans 8:39)

iii. God does not give and take back love and forgiveness. 

iv. When our heart is fully surrendered to God, our love will not be given on a yoyo.

v. People will generally react to the love we give them.

vi. We can take ownership of what is keeping us from forgiving others.

vii. Our actions will affect those we need to forgive.

viii. Love and forgiveness knocks down barriers and opens doors.

ix. God can use difficult situations to reveal Himself, if we let Him.
IV. Group Discussion
1. Take a moment to consider/share about a time when you needed to forgive someone
2. What connections do you see between Joseph’s sufferings, Christ’s suffering, and your suffering?
3. What good came from Joseph’s and Christ’s suffering?
4. What good can come from your suffering?
5. Why can there be no love without true forgiveness?
6. Why do people hurt each other?

7. What can you do when you are reminded of the hurt others have caused you?

8. What does forgiveness look like to you?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
As you consider what God is saying to you through this discussion, consider the following, and then share with the group or at least 1 person. 
· What resonated with me most from this discussion/the message was ______________________.   I feel the next thing God would have me do is _________________________.

· As I consider my past hurt, I feel God leading me to forgive _____________.  (initials or private ok)

· I can use my pain for God’s glory by_________.

This week, pray for God to help you forgive others of their sins against you. Consider the grace that God has given you for your sins.


















