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Overview and Objectives
Title:
“Give More”
Text:
John 3:16, Luke 22:19 
Date:
December 6, 2009 
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Reflected on God as a generous and lavish giver, even to the point of giving his Son.

2. Reviewed what is meant by the phrase Advent Conspiracy.

3. Been challenged to give more Blessings, Appreciation and Dreams to family and friends.

This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to consider ways they may learn to “Give More” during this holiday season.
2. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

3. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them. 
Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage  accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.

General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing from previous meeting(s)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. Giving is what God does; generously and lavishly. 

ii. We celebrate Christmas because God gave his very best, his Son.
iii. The Son continued what the Father began and gave of himself.  Even to the point of giving his life.
B. The Advent Conspiracy
i.  Christmas has been co-opted by pagans who have made the season about personal gratification.
ii. The conspiracy is about taking it back to reflect more on this great God who loved the world so much, that he gave his Son to and for it.

iii. We want to give more in the way God has modeled giving to be.  
C. Give More Blessings
i. A blessing in scriptures was a spiritual tool used to “speak well of” the hope and future of those being blessed.

ii. Blessings can include touch, positive messages, attaching high value to the person, envisioning a special future for them, and actively committing to assist in the fulfillment of that blessing. 
iii. Such blessings can have a much deeper meaning and much greater significance than sweaters or neckties. 
D. Give More Appreciation
i. Expressing appreciation can almost instantly change the atmosphere and dynamics among family and friends
ii. There are many attributes we can appreciate in our loved ones:
· Loyalty – those who have stayed with us through thick and thin

· Differences – those whose “quirks” may annoy us, but in time we realize aren’t so bad

· Effort – those who may not achieve all they intend, but have a willing heart and try their best
iii. Word of caution: we need to make sure appreciation is genuine.

E. Give More Dreams
i. Dreaming and hoping for a better day is a God thing, because God put in our hearts the capacity to dream.

ii. When we don’t have dreams, we aren’t able to move, rise, or achieve.
iii. Dreaming with family and friends allows creativity to surface. We may find ourselves doing things we never thought possible.

iv. Our dreams can continue what Christ began, when he came to earth with the dream for mankind to love one another and their Father.

v. Our dreams can also express God’s heart for this troubled world, such as addressing the dream God has for his children in Darfur.

vi. As children of God, we can bring unique hope to others as we dream together.
IV. Group Discussion
1. Take a moment to consider/share about gifts God has lavished on you recently.  
2. Now that we are about halfway through the advent season, in what ways has this series on the Advent Conspiracy impacted your holiday experience thus far?   What thoughts or plans do you have in mind for the next few weeks?
3. Can you think of a time when you’ve received a “blessing” (a word of approval or value, etc.)  What do you recall about that experience and how did you feel?
4. Pastor noted that a blessing involves expressing approval to someone for who they are, not necessarily approving of what they’re doing or have done.  Talk about this distinction.  How difficult is this for you?
5. Of the attributes for appreciation mentioned, which one would be the hardest for you to appreciate? Explain. 
a. How might you come to appreciate this attribute?  

b. What other attributes might we consider appreciating? 
6. Dreamers are not always portrayed in the most positive light.  What is your response to Pastor’s encouragement to give more dreams?  Explain. 
7. Share one dream you have with your small group family (it doesn’t have to be “spiritual”!) 

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
As you consider what God is saying to you through this discussion, consider the following, and then share with the group or at least 1 person. 
· What resonated with me most from this discussion/the message was ______________________.   I feel the next thing God would have me do is _________________________.

· As I consider my family members, I feel God leading me to bless; appreciate; or dream with _____________.  (initials or private ok)

· I don’t feel I dream with God enough, not to mention dreaming with my family, I want to grow in this area by_________.

This week, pray for God to show you ways to bless, appreciate and dream with not only your family, but also whoever God puts in your path where you may share the warmth of his love.  


















