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Overview and Objectives
Title:
The new World Order
Text:
Isaiah 42:1-5
Date:
Nov 22, 2009
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Understood the expectation that Christ has for us during this advent time
2. Examined the implication of being a Christian at this time
3. Committed to applying the true meaning of Christmas during this advent time
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to do self-examination and reflection around what God wants them to do during this advent season
2. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

3. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them.  Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.

General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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Title:
The new World Order
Text:
Isaiah 42:1-5
Date:
Nov 22, 2009

I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. The Advent has been drowned out by busy ness and noise
ii. Isaiah 42 gives us a clear description of the Messiah and His specific mission

iii. The Messiah’s mission is to make sure justice reigns on Earth

iv. The advent is a Time to Focus on the Messiah and His main purpose

v. Advent is a time of spiritual cleansing and reflection

vi. Advent was a time to take the focus off of Pagan worship of the sun, and to place emphasis on the focus of the Son of God.
B. The Expectation
i. The season is about aligning our hearts and turning our minds to God
ii. The first expectation of the messiah was that He will be a servant working through God’s strength. The messiah would be fully united with the spirit of God

iii. The second expectation was that the Messiah was that He would be devoted to bringing justice to the entire world.

iv. Christ fulfilled these expectations

v. We as the Body of Christ are expected to continue this work.

vi. We are to be a comfort, a healing and a light to the entire world.
C. The Implication
i. People get so busy during the advent season that they for get why we have an advent season

ii. We can get so caught upon in our social circle that we forget those in need

iii. We have to stop making the season the reason and remember the reason for the season

iv. We need to make the Advent and not ceremony our purpose
v. We need to resist narrow thinking and remember that Christmas is for everybody not just those “like us”

vi. God cares most about those we care the least about


D. The Application
i. Remember that people who are God’s people are dying every day
ii. Never get tired of doing what is right because it brings glorify and honor to the Father

iii. Think about the Spirit of Advent and how you can apply it to your life

iv. Ask God for the Grace and courage to care for His children

IV. Group Discussion
1. What does a traditional Advent season look like for you?
2. What in a traditional Christmas celebration glorifies God?

3. How can we as a small group further the Purpose of the Advent?
4. What projects are we doing or can we do to Show the Justice of the Messiah?
5. What can you do differently this year to further the true purpose of the Advent?
V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer                                                                                                              

From this study, what do you feel God calling you to commit to this week?  

___  I will pray for God to show me how I can further the true purpose of the Advent by placing a burden on my heart regarding those in need.
___ From our discussion on justice, I feel I want to consider. . .

___ I am intrigued by the Advent Conspiracy.  I plan to visit the site at www.adventconspiracy.com and commit to one action.
___ I would like to incorporate something different with my family this advent season.  One thing I’m considering is…



















