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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. The church is becoming a less vital force in the world
ii. Currently 25% percent of America attends church, by 2020 it is predicted to be down to 10 %
iii. We have generations of children who are not going to church.
B. The Shema - Deuteronomy 6:4
i. The Shema is said twice daily in the Jewish home to keep the heart and mind of the people of Israel in the right place
ii. The Shema reminded  them of God’s truth, it is compass by which they lived their lives
iii. In Mark 12:29-31 Jesus quotes the Shema when He gives what we call the Great Commandment.
C. Traditions and Reminders
i. Traditions/reminders help us remember that God is supreme.
ii. Examples of Jewish Traditions  a) bind the Shema to their arms; b)  post Scriptures on the door post.
iii. What would our lives be like if we did this?
iv. Traditions have a cost, anything we do for, or by God has a cost.

D. “Impress these commandments on your children” Deut. 6:7
i. To impress means to sharpen, mold or work with repeatedly

ii. Teaching the commands of God diligently to children is the primary responsibility of parents and the entire community. 
iii. By age 13 children decide if they are going to follow Christ or not.

iv. We prepare our children academically, athletically, etc… but, too often forget spiritual preparation
v. We are to mold and work with our children to make them who God has created them to be (e.g. The Are of Diamond Making)

vi. Children need to hear/see how God has worked in our own lives
vii. When raising our children we have to make sure we do not confuse material success for long term spiritual success (Dt 6:12) 
viii. Neither success nor failures are permanent, and neither defines us, God does
ix. Like diamonds,  our children need to be refined based on the characteristics God as given them

E. God’s house is not a Holy Dry Cleaners

i. Parents can not expect to drop children off in Children’s Church and expect them to become transformed. 

ii. The children/youth ministries exist to enhance what parents are doing.

F. God’s house is not a Resume Builder.
i. We stand on the shoulders of those who prayed and shared Jesus with us, we need to pass this on to those who are coming behind us

ii. We need to bring up the remnant.
IV. Group Discussion
1. The Jewish people use the Shema as a remembrance of the supremacy of God and their reaction to this. What do you use as a reminder of God’s greatness
\
2. Are symbols and traditions important? Explain your answer.
3. What is your spiritual compass?  (Eg. a passage that orientates you.)
4. How do you balance spiritual and material success?

5. In the 1980s there was a song “Don’t Believe the Hype” how does this title relate to us staying centered on the truths of Deuteronomy 6? 
6. How can we transfer the truths of God on to the next generation of Christians?
7. Is there a role, and if so what is the role of childless adults in the training of children in the church?

8. What resources should the church be offering parents? 
9. How did Christ view children?  (Mark 10:13-14)
V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer                                                                                                              

This week pray daily for God to show you the example you are setting for the children around you. Ask Him to place a burden on your heart regarding the children and youth of our church.  Which of the following circumstances most resembles you?
A. Before this message, my attitude was I am done raising children; it is now someone else’s duty.  But now I feel I need to . . .
B. While I know I should be supporting the youth, I am just too busy, one thing this message has made me think about is. . .
C. I am actively working to make sure that our youth are following the commandments of God by . . .
D. I would like to make a difference but I just don’t know how, I plan to figure this out by . . .


E. (Other thoughts about the sermon and the connection to life.)


















