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Overview and Objectives
Title:
Live Louder
Text:
Phil 1:12-26
Date:
Nov 8, 2009
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Considered seriously what your purpose may be for the rest of your time on earth.
2. Discussed with others whether or not you actually enjoy life.
3. Looked at the perspective you view your tough times from.
4. Seriously looked at your priorities and considered if they are in line with God’s will for your life.
5. Considered what is your source of power to move forward during tough times.
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Welcome to the last week of the MADE Campaign.  This week we will serve as sort of an all encompassing wrap-up for the campaign.  Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to do self-examination and reflection regarding their true purpose in life and how to pursue it.
2. Allow some time for group members to share the main thoughts and ideas that struck them throughout the campaign.  Be prepared for some who are still confused about their purpose and what “it all means”.  
3. Think about having each of your group members vocalize some dream that they have left on the shelf for far too long.  This may be a good time to look closely at new directions and overcoming fears of failure.  What can your group do to support one another in “living louder”?
4. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them.  Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.
General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. Most people don’t actually enjoy life, they endure it.  Even Christians get bored in the faith, especially when we aren’t using our gifts.
ii. As Christians we are called upon to continuously find new ways to help others and use our gifts.
iii. When people reach mid-life they often find themselves wondering “what if I had only gone for it?”   We must remember that in the big picture Inaction regrets > Action regrets
B. To Live Louder we must find a clear perspective to live from.
i. Far too often we find ourselves waiting for our problems to disappear before we will trust God completely.
ii. Like Paul, we must struggle to see God at work even through our problems.
iii. Our pain and failures can be used by God in ways we would never imagine.


C. To Live Louder we need a priority to live by.
i. For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep.”  Acts 13:36.  Our greatest goal should be simply to serve God’s purpose in our own generation.  
ii. We must not allow trivial matters to take our focus off of the true purposes God has placed before us.
iii. Only when Christ is at the center of our lives can we find our true purpose.  In all other circumstances we are living under our own direction.
D. To Live Louder we need a power to live on.
i. “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” Phil 1:21.
ii. It is only possible to serve God with our whole hearts when we are willing to take risks.  In serving God we experience adventure, excitement and joy.
iii. We find true joy when we live for a purpose that will live beyond ourselves.  This is how we go about preparing for eternity.
iv. The prayers of the people of God and the help of the Holy Spirit both give God’s people the strength to move forward in difficult times.  We must continually pray for one another.

IV. Group Discussion
1. “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” Phil 1:21  What does this sentence mean to you?  In your own words, what is Paul saying?
2. In the short term we regret things we have done, but in the longer term we regret the things we didn’t do.  Simply put--Inaction regrets > Action regrets.  Would you agree that inaction regrets are greater than action regrets in your life?
3. In Joshua 3:13 God promises to cut off the waters of the Jordan river so the Jews can cross, but only after some of them get into the water first.  What deep water is God is waiting for you to get into so that He may do His work through you?
4. What can you do when you sense that life’s struggles have rendered you incapable of seeing God’s goodness?  How might someone move beyond their pain?
5. Can you think of a time that you took a serious risk because you knew it was God’s plan?  Share the experience with the group.
6. Helen Keller once said that life is either a daring adventure or it’s nothing.  Do you agree?  If so, are most people you come across living the adventure or are they living nothing?
7. How does it make you feel when someone informs you that they have been sincerely praying for you?
V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
In Christ, Paul realized that nothing—not money or fame or power or any of the other things which are quickly forgotten—could  match the joy and excitement that comes with being a servant of the living God.

Which of the following circumstances most resembles you?
A. My life is dull and routine.  I would like to allow God to take control but I’m afraid.  I plan to…
B. Through this MADE campaign I have realized that I have a purpose that I plan to re-visit starting today.  Today I plan to…
C. I recently have found new ways to serve God and I feel I am right where He intends for me to be.  Going forward I intend to…
D. I have always attempted to allow God to order my steps and I don’t have many regrets of inaction.  But I sometimes move ahead with my plans before consulting the Holy Spirit.  I may need to slow down and listen for God’s voice more often.  Going forward I plan to…


















