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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing (from previous meeting)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. God has uniquely created each of us to make a difference.
ii. We are a blending of personality, spiritual gifts and experiences that shape us into who we are.
iii. Too often we waste our experiences due to our own pain and embarrassment.  This robs us of the opportunity to use our experiences for the good of God’s kingdom.
iv. God delights in using our struggles to bring about good in the lives of others.

v. There are three key things we can do to keep from wasting our experiences.
B. We must learn to embrace our experiences.
i. “Did all your experiences mean nothing at all?  Surely it meant something!”  Galations 3:4.
ii. We must not only embrace the good experiences, but the painful ones as well, God can use them all.
iii. When God is at work in our lives we often can’t see it.  Months or years later we may see God’s intervention far more clearly.
iv. We are usually tempted to resent or regret or revise our past.  But God can’t use it for good unless we are honest about our past.

C. We must extract lessons from our experiences.
i. We can gain no value from our experiences if we refuse to examine them.
ii. “Examine and test and evaluate your own selves to see whether you are holding to your faith and showing the proper fruits of it. …Do you not yourselves realize and know that Jesus Christ is in you?”  2 Corinthians 13:5
iii. It should be our goal to realize why we enjoyed or hated a particular experience.  We must do this examining ourselves.  We must examine our experiences until we can see God in them.
D. We must employ our experiences to help others.
i. God wants to use every experience you have to minister to others.  
ii. We can use our experiences to motivate others.  It is human nature for people going through struggles to relate to others who have had similar struggles.  For this reason we must be willing to share our struggles with others.
iii. Though we are all imperfect, we can still use our experiences as a model for others.  A model is simply a representation of the real thing.  In this way we are to be a representation of Jesus Christ.
iv. “I want you to know my friends, that the things that have happened to me have really helped the progress of the gospel.”  Phil. 1:12

v. God also wants to use our experience to mentor others.  Not just to be an example but to build relationships and encourage others daily.
IV. Group Discussion
1. Consider a positive experience you have had.  Examine the details and specifics privately then share with the group.  What made the experience positive?  What did you learn about yourself?  What you learned about God.

2. Consider a negative experience you have had.  Examine it.  What made it negative?  What did you learn about yourself?  What did you learn about God? 
3. How have your positive experiences influenced you?  How have your positive experience influenced your area(s) of service?

4. How have your negative experiences influenced you? How have your negative experience influenced your area(s) of service?

5. What do you feel when you think about mistakes or more difficult times in your past?  Do you feel regret, sorrow, thankfulness, embarrassment?
6. Based on this series, how might God want you to use those experiences?

7. When you come across someone going through a struggle that you have dealt with as well?  Do you typically share your own experience?  Why or why not?
8. Can you think of a time when you could not see God’s purpose in the pain you were feeling, but years later you saw it?  Why couldn’t you see it in the beginning?
9. Who do you see as a model for different aspects of your life?  (a model for patience, model for giving, a model for strength during tough times, etc.)
V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
God wants to use our experiences: the positive and the negative ones.  And, we all have experiences in our past that we would rather forget than find a purpose for.  This week find time to pray and come to terms with the pain of that (those) experience(s) so that God may use it and someone may be blessed.

Which of the following circumstances most resembles you?
A. I still have trouble embracing my painful experiences, but I know I must give them to God.

B. I have been using my experiences to minister to others by…
C. I have been unable to see God in many of my past experiences therefore I don’t really know the lessons of them, but I am willing to …
D. I have not learned from my experiences.  I am still stuck in the same patterns and making the same mistakes as I did in the past. I want to…


















