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Overview and Objectives
Title:
Made for More 
Text:
Ephesians 2:10 
Date:
October 4, 2009
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Discussed that they were created to know God and created to make a difference

2. Considered what it means to be God’s workmanship, uniquely and distinctly created for a purpose

3. Been challenged to live the adventure of making a difference by discovering and living out God’s unique plan for their lives
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Welcome to MADE…  Created to Make a Difference!  This campaign has the potential to change the world, as we affirm the unique plan God had in mind when he created us, and as we commit to living out that plan to make a difference.

2. Pray that your members will have open hearts to hear what God is saying to them, and that they will be inspired to make a difference as their unique purpose and calling begins crystallize.

3. The normal schedule as suggested below will be altered, given the campaign is DVD based.  For planning you may wish to consider a schedule such as follows:

Opening and Faith Builder Commitment
(10 minutes)
DVD




(25 minutes)

DVD Discussion



(25 minutes)

Faith Builder and Closing Prayer

(15 minutes)

Check- in Announcements, etc.

(15 minutes)

4. For the Discussion and Faith Builder Sections, consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

5. For this campaign, the Faith Builder Segment will be more involved than usual, and may need more time for sharing and prayer.  Be mindful of the Faith Builder questions as you lead the discussion, and allow the Holy Spirit to keep you focused so participants will be ready to apply, reflect and pray about what the topic means to them personally in terms of next steps. 




Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.

6. May God bless you and enjoy!  God is about to do some marvelous things!!
General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(15 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(15 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing from previous meeting(s)
III. DVD Notes
A. Introduction –Two Questions We Often Ask
i. What am I doing here?
ii. What is the purpose of my life?

B. Ways We May Seek to Answer These Questions
i. Focusing on accumulating wealth and things
ii. Looking for the “right” relationship

iii. Experiencing all kinds of pleasures: drugs, parties, travel, hobbies

iv. None of these ultimately satisfy 

C. The Bible’s Answer to These Questions
i. We are God’s workmanship… (Ephesians 2:10)
1. Workmanship comes from the Greek word poem.  We are God’s works of art.  

2. God is the Master Craftsman who created and is creating us.
ii. God made us unique for a purpose.

1. Psalms 139:13 says … thank you for making me wonderfully complex….
2. “Wonderfully” in this text means we are completely distinct and unique creations.
D. Why Did God Make Us? 
i. God created us to know him and to grow in relationship with him.
ii. Discovering our purpose begins with discovering God’s grace and love in our lives. 

iii. His grace means no matter what we’ve done or when, we can experience forgiveness and a fresh start. (Eph. 2:8,9)

iv. Grace is a gift God has given freely and fully because his purpose in our lives is that we may know him.

E. Created to Make a Difference 
i. The Ephesians passage says God prepared in advance things for us to do and accomplish (Ephesians 2:10).  He has a plan for each person.  (Jeremiah 29:11).
ii. God formed and fashioned each of us as his works of art to fulfill a unique role.

iii. Fulfilling our role doesn’t have to be doing something big.  God can use even small acts to answer prayer and fulfill his purpose.

iv. God is inviting us to the greatest adventure of our lives.  That is, to make a difference in people’s lives for time and eternity.

v. Nothing is more exciting than feeling like you are right in the center of God’s plan for your life and doing what he created you to do. 

vi. You were made for more!

IV. Group Discussion
1. As you listened to Pastor’s message, what point(s) spoke to you the most? 

2. Pastor listed a number of ways we try to find meaning, our purpose, in life.  What are some ways (apart from God) you may have tried to find meaning in the past?

3. Why did God create us?
1. God created us to __know_____________ him.

2. God created us to make a ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ __difference_________.

4. Why is it important to understand that God created us to know him, and gives us the gift of grace to do so, as the foundation to understanding our purpose?
5. You are God’s work of art! What is something unique about how God has created you?  (A talent or skill, way of looking at the world…)
6. Ephesians says God prepared in advance good works for us to do.  Share a time when you were able to help, serve or care that seem pre-arranged by God.
7. Re-read Jeremiah 29:11.  How does the passage make you feel?  Explain.

V. Faith Builder Discussion and Commitment 
As we begin this journey together, it would be helpful to reflect on where we are today and what we want God to reveal to us during the next 40 Days. 


Consider the following and share with the group, or 1-2 other people for prayer.

____ I understand that I’m God’s workmanship, but sometimes it’s hard to believe it. I’d like God to help me see my uniqueness and how I may use it to make a difference.
____ I believe the plans God has for me may involve making a difference by ___________________________.  I’d like to use this campaign to hear him regarding confirmation and next steps. 
____ I have no idea what God has in mind for me, but I’m open to the adventure.  I want to use this time to seek him and catch a vision about how he wants me to make a difference.
____ I’m realizing that I’m missing the knowing God part.  I want to make a difference, but I also want to learn more about what it means to know him.


















