
South Bay Community Church
Small Group Participant’s Guide 
                Pastor Bryan Murphy

Broken-Hearts Club
Matthew 9:35-38                                                                          09/27/09
I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing from previous meeting(s)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. Pastor Murphy had three objectives:
1. To bring words of encouragement regarding the difference that South Bay is making in Malawi

2. To share scriptural insight gained from the trip to Malawi

3. To give a personal testimony

ii. Pastor Murphy shared portions of Dr. King’s, “Letter from a 

Birmingham Jail.” These excerpts made the point that time is neutral; it can be used destructively or constructively. 

iii. The questions were asked, “What is our response to overwhelming societal injustice?” and “What is the appropriate timing for our response”? Matthew 9:36 was used as a beginning answer.
B. The Com-Passion of Christ
i. Passion is not an amorous term but is often used to describe suffering
ii. Jesus is moved to compassion when he sees the heart break of His people
iii. Jesus reaches out to the harassed and helpless          
iv. In Matthew 9:36 Jesus had compassion on the crowd. He suffered for them. His heart broke. He had zeal and was driven to action.
v. Injustice never occurs at a convenient time.
vi. We must respond to that which causes compassion to stir from the inside out, not because we simply see something wrong.
vii. Jesus is moved to compassion when He sees the heart break of His people, and that compassion moves Him to act on His people’s behalf

viii. Do we have the heart of Jesus when we see suffering?

ix. God does not want us to act on guilt He wants us to have compassion
C. A Gospel With Power Matthew 9:37-10:1
i. Man sees injustice and asks, “Where is God?”
ii. God sees injustice and asks, “Where are my children?”
iii. God takes what we have and makes the increase to help others

iv. There is an amazing joy that comes from obedience to God, and God blesses our obedience 

v. We are called to be “Salt and Light” 
vi. Salt slows decay

vii. Light breaks up darkness

viii. We are here to change the world

ix. Mission is not a program that the church does, it is the churches purpose in the first place (Thessalonians 2:8,11&12)
x. Mission is not about money it is about heart, Mother Theresa had no money, she considered herself a little pencil in the hand of God sending a love letter to the world
D. Live…or Dream
i. The Big question is what does your heart break for? Find something and let God use you.                                                                                                                                               
ii. It is not what you believe in that counts, it is what you believe in and are willing to do something about that counts.                                                                          

iii. Are we going to live a life for God or are we just going to dream?

iv. Pastor Murphy’s testimony is that he has chosen to forget the status quo; He wants his heart to break for what God’s heart breaks for.

v. We are challenged to put to death the dream of comfort and lift up our willingness to live for Christ. Christ will transform us!
IV. Group Discussion
1. What is true compassion? What is it not?

a. What is the difference between pity and compassion?

b. How does a response based on guilt differ from compassion?

2. Why do we feel compassion over some suffering and not others?  

a. How does God responds to suffering?

3. Why do we fail to see people as God does?

a. How can we develop the heart of compassion God has?

b. How is soul winning a compassionate act?

4. The pastor said we are here to change the world. How do you respond to that statement?

5. What does the idea of giving up the status quo and completely following Christ mean to you? 

a. How does one do this?

6. What does your heart break for? 
V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer                                                                                                              
This week pray daily for God to show you life through his eyes. Ask him to let your heart break over what his heart breaks over, and for a new direction.
Be prepared to take action and then share how you’ve seen God moving when we come back together.


















