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Overview and Objectives
Title:
“Broken-Hearts Club”
Text:
Matthew 9:35-38
Date:
September 27, 2009
Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:
1. Characterized  what true Christian compassion looks like
2. Examined what the true power of the Gospel is

3. Prepared for God to reveal where they might serve based on what breaks their heart and the heart of God
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to come with open hearts to do self-examination and reflection around what steps they need to take to be the physical embodiment of Christ’s compassion “in a world torn by alienation and violence”    
2. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

3. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them. 
Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.
General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(20 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.

3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(10 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.

South Bay Community Church
Small Group Participant’s Guide 
                Pastor Bryan Murphy

Broken-Hearts Club
Matthew 9:35-38                                                                          09/27/09
I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing from previous meeting(s)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. Pastor Murphy had three objectives:
1. To bring words of encouragement regarding the difference that South Bay is making in Malawi

2. To share scriptural insight gained from the trip to Malawi

3. To give a personal testimony

ii. Pastor Murphy shared portions of Dr. King’s, “Letter from a 

Birmingham Jail.” These excerpts made the point that time is neutral; it can be used destructively or constructively. 

iii. The questions were asked, “What is our response to overwhelming societal injustice?” and “What is the appropriate timing for our response”? Matthew 9:36 was used as a beginning answer.
B. The Com-Passion of Christ
i. Passion is not an amorous term but is often used to describe suffering
ii. Jesus is moved to compassion when he sees the heart break of His people
iii. Jesus reaches out to the harassed and helpless          
iv. In Matthew 9:36 Jesus had compassion on the crowd. He suffered for them. His heart broke. He had zeal and was driven to action.
v. Injustice never occurs at a convenient time.
vi. We must respond to that which causes compassion to stir from the inside out, not because we simply see something wrong.
vii. Jesus is moved to compassion when He sees the heart break of His people, and that compassion moves Him to act on His people’s behalf

viii. Do we have the heart of Jesus when we see suffering?

ix. God does not want us to act on guilt He wants us to have compassion
C. A Gospel With Power Matthew 9:37-10:1
i. Man sees injustice and asks, “Where is God?”
ii. God sees injustice and asks, “Where are my children?”
iii. God takes what we have and makes the increase to help others

iv. There is an amazing joy that comes from obedience to God, and God blesses our obedience 

v. We are called to be “Salt and Light” 
vi. Salt slows decay

vii. Light breaks up darkness

viii. We are here to change the world

ix. Mission is not a program that the church does, it is the churches purpose in the first place (Thessalonians 2:8,11&12)
x. Mission is not about money it is about heart, Mother Theresa had no money, she considered herself a little pencil in the hand of God sending a love letter to the world
D. Live…or Dream
i. The Big question is what does your heart break for? Find something and let God use you.                                                                                                                                               
ii. It is not what you believe in that counts, it is what you believe in and are willing to do something about that counts.                                                                          

iii. Are we going to live a life for God or are we just going to dream?

iv. Pastor Murphy’s testimony is that he has chosen to forget the status quo; He wants his heart to break for what God’s heart breaks for.

v. We are challenged to put to death the dream of comfort and lift up our willingness to live for Christ. Christ will transform us!
IV. Group Discussion
1. What is true compassion? What is it not?

a. What is the difference between pity and compassion?

b. How does a response based on guilt differ from compassion?

2. Why do we feel compassion over some suffering and not others?  

a. How does God responds to suffering?

3. Why do we fail to see people as God does?

a. How can we develop the heart of compassion God has?

b. How is soul winning a compassionate act?

4. The pastor said we are here to change the world. How do you respond to that statement?

5. What does the idea of giving up the status quo and completely following Christ mean to you? 

a. How does one do this?

6. What does your heart break for? 
V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer                                                                                                              
This week pray daily for God to show you life through his eyes. Ask him to let your heart break over what his heart breaks over, and for a new direction.
Be prepared to take action and then share how you’ve seen God moving when we come back together.


















