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Overview and Objectives
Title:
Following Jesus: How to Throw a Party
Text:
Matthew 9:9-13
Date:
August 30, 2009 

Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Gained a better understanding of Jesus’ selection process for His followers.
2. A more thorough understanding of the cost of following Jesus.
3. Had their conscience pricked to look for Matthews in their own circles.

4. Been encouraged to become instruments of healing to those with whom they have access.

5. Been challenged to fill up their row with people with ‘tags”.

This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for an indwelling of the Holy Spirit for your group when dealing with this topic. Pray that they will receive this message and that they would act upon it in such a way that it honors God and brings others into the Kingdom.

2. Pastor noted that it was intriguing how Jesus pulled together His followers. How He broke away from the traditional rabbinical process which was that “wannabe” disciples presented themselves to the Rabbi in hopes of gaining acceptance. Jesus on the other hand, Jesus flipped the script. He selected His own. He did then and He does now.
3. Pastor offered insight on true friendship.  He Pastor recalled the plight of the PTL Ministries, specifically the rise and fall of Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker. More importantly, he told the story of the endearing friendship between Jim Bakker and Billy and Ruth Graham. Jim, who had fallen on hard times and was being shunned within the “religious circle” was embraced and loved by the Graham’s. Pastor highlighted the Jesus/Matthew parallel. The Graham’s, like Jesus, looked beyond the tag to see the need for a healing journey.
4. Pastor also provided a treatise (see links, use as you see fit) on Conventional Wisdom in light of today’s text. Conventional wisdom says “Think for yourself, do what seems right to you.” Pastor then told of the welcoming speech to the incoming freshmen at Yale as well as highlighted in the book by James Peterson and Peter Kim “When America Told the Truth”. The former speaks to the focus of institutions of higher learning to teach students how to think for themselves while highlighting their inability to provide answers to life’s toughest questions. The latter lists findings of a moral pulse survey which yields a number of maladies resulting from our “thinking for ourselves”.
5. Pastor encouraged us to look at the Matthews in our circles and see if there is someone who needs an encounter with Jesus. Someone who others perhaps shun. Pastor noted that Matthew threw a party and invited others, like him, who were outcasts. He challenged us to act similarly, to invite others to join us and for us to openly, honestly and simply, tell our story of how Jesus changed our lives.
6. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

7. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them. 
Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.

General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.
3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.
4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.
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I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing from previous meeting(s)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. Pastor noted how intriguing it was to note how Jesus selected His disciples. He juxtaposed this against the rabbinical selection process of His time. Jesus, unlike His contemporaries, selected those who would follow Him. He did it that way then and He does it that way today.
ii. Pastor noted the behavior model of a follower in those times. A disciple:

1. Followed irregardless of destination;

2. Followed fearing missing a teachable moment;

3. Completely trusted and wanted to be like the Rabbi (Him); and

4. Followed so closely that they began to think, act and behave like the Rabbi (Him).

iii. Pastor provided an up-close view of Matthew’s occupation and lifestyle. He told of Matthew’s response and the cost thereof.

iv. Pastor told why Matthew would want to follow Jesus

1. He highlighted this by telling the story of a true friendship as demonstrated by Billy and Ruth Graham and shared briefly, parts of the speech given to incoming freshmen at Yale.

v. Pastor further told of Matthew’s response of throwing a party. Pastor challenged us to act similarly yet naturally. He further challenged us to consider filling our rows with other Matthews. 
B. Why Would Jesus Want a Follower Like Matthew – Why Would Jesus Want a Follower Like You?
i. The writer of the text points out Matthew by calling him a tax collector named Matthew. Jesus saw Matthew as He sees us: exactly as we are.
ii. A despised tax-collector was a Jew who extorted fellow Jews through exorbitant taxation paid to the Roman government.
iii. Jews in that time were taught to shun tax-collectors. However, Jesus saw Matthew as a man.
C. Why Would Matthew Want To Follow Jesus – Why Do You?
i. Matthew’s following Jesus came at a hefty price (Luke 6:27-28).
ii. What was is it about Jesus that made Matthew willing to do this?

iii. Jesus offered Matthew and He offers to us, the answer to life’s greatest questions. This was and is something that money cannot buy. 

iv. IT IS NOT ABOUT GETTING TO HEAVEN FOR YOU HAVE TO LIVE BEFORE YOU DIE.

v. Jesus’ equation is “Follow Me and live”. The world’s equation is “Follow self and die”. Matthew followed Jesus because it made sense to him. 
D. Why Would Matthew Throw A Party for Jesus – Would You?
i. Matthew’s response to Jesus’ actions prompted him to throw a party and invite other outcasts (who else was he going to invite).
ii. The world needs to hear and know that someone cares. We have Good News that we need to share.
iii. The church’s door is always open, especially to those with questions.

iv. There are no perfect Christians, we all have warts.

v. Be natural. Tell your story openly, and honestly. Then let God do what only God can do.
IV. Group Discussion
1. Jesus saw Matthew, ‘As-Is’, just the way He sees each and every one of us. Can you recall how He first saw you? How does that impact the way you see others in your circle?
2. Pastor noted the behavior model of a disciple in Jesus’ time which marked obedience. How closely are you following that model today? 

3. Pastor highlighted the friendship between Billy and Ruth Graham and Jim Bakker as a more contemporary Jesus/Matthew model. This begs the question “Is there anyone in your circle for whom you need to be an instrument of healing?” If so, what are you plans to address this?

4. Following Jesus comes at a cost, it impacts everything. What price would you say you have paid to follow Him? In what ways has your life been impacted? What was it about Jesus that makes you willing or prevents you from following Him?
5. Matthew threw a party and invited others in his circle. While you may not throw a party. Remember, the key is to be natural, for the world hates contrived Christianity. So…who in your non-SBCC/non-church circle will you invite to tell your story?

6. Do you have a vision of someone finding Jesus? If so, who _____________?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
We must remember that we all came to Christ as a result of our being wooed by the Holy Spirit. No one can be argued into the Kingdom. We must invite others to know the Jesus that we know. We must prayerfully, honestly and succinctly tell our story of what Jesus has done and is doing in our lives.
Pastor issued two challenges. 1) In our natural way, invite others (non-SBCC/non church members) to hear our story (besides bringing them to church and 2) then to fill our rows with other ‘As-Is’ people. 

Plan your event and put your list together and keep the group apprized of your success.


















