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Overview and Objectives
Title:
Following Jesus: God Still Forgives 
Text:
Matthew 9:1-8 
Date:
August 16, 2009 

Objective(s):
By the end of this lesson participants will have:

1. Reviewed the overwhelming Scriptural evidence which demonstrates that healing is tied to forgiveness.
2. Contemplated how God’s diagnosis of our needs is far more accurate than our own.

3. Contemplated their view of sin and contrasted it against God’s view.

4. Examined forgiveness as a gift and its broader implications as it relates to courage and healing.
This Week - Notes for Leaders and Facilitators 
1. Pray for the Lord to prepare your group members to approach this topic with humility and respect. Humility for themselves and respect for others.
2. Pastor Murphy noted that forgiveness is handled in one of two ways: There are those who struggle with God’s forgiveness and reject His gift (“God could never forgive me for all that I have done…”) or, we get lazy in which case; we premeditate sin taking for granted, God’s forgiveness. In that for the most part, sin does not sneak up on us, our taking this tact is sin and rebellion. 
3. Pastor Murphy stated that all sin is against God and he noted that the issue of sin and forgiveness is an and/but not either/or proposition. We must be reconciled to our brother before we bring gifts to the altar. In other words, where possible, we must seek reconciliation with the offended party then seek forgiveness from God
4. Consider using the “Fabulous Four” or “Triads” strategy.  Depending on the size of your group, this would involve having your group members answer questions in clusters of three or four people.  This strategy allows more members the opportunity to share.  And could provide a framework for deeper, more personal sharing. 

5. The Faith Builder is the “Doers of the Word” section for personal growth and accountability. Group members may need a few moments of silence to read the questions and listen for what the Holy Spirit may be saying to them. 
Encourage members to share aloud with at least one other person, if not the entire group, to encourage accountability and support.  Remember to check in about these commitments at your next meeting.

General Overview and Schedule for Facilitators

1. Opening Prayer and Faith Builder Commitment Review 

(10 minutes)
If you haven’t been taking time for the faith builder review, please take a moment to read this section in the participants’ copy below.  The Faith Builder Commitment is the core of the group discussion.  It is the action item between the participant, God and the group.  It’s the encouragement to become “doers of the word and not hearers only”.  

Given that this is the closing segment for each meeting, following meetings should start with a check in from the group on how they did with their commitment.  There may be only 1-2 respondents or none.  But giving the time is one way group members will be able to encourage one another and hold one another accountable to grow in Christ.  (This can also be done in accountability/prayer partnerships.)
2. Sermon Recap







(10 minutes)

This section is designed to be a simple review of the message.  It’s also a time when participants can share insights or ask questions from their personal notes.  For some meetings this sharing may be so rich, that it, along with the Faith Building Commitment Section for personal application, may be sufficient.  Allow the Spirit to guide.
3. Discussion Questions






(40 minutes)

Different SBCC writers have different styles, but the goal of the discussion questions is to wrestle more deeply with sermon truths through open ended questions or activities, so participants can apply what they’ve heard and grow.   Depending on the Faith Builder Commitment sharing in the beginning of each session, or the quality of the recap discussion, there may not be time to answer all the questions.  It’s helpful to highlight key questions you feel led to tackle prior to the meeting to keep the group moving toward the Faith Builder Section.

4. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer


(10 minutes)

As mentioned above.  This segment is designed to be the “rubber meets the road” of the evening.  In most cases, unless the Spirit has another plan, all discussions should be leading up to the moment when participants have the opportunity to make a personal application or commitment direction about what they’ve discussed.  This does not need to feel heavy or forced, but needs to be included each meeting to allow the Spirit to move as he desires.  Gently encourage group members to share their commitments so the group may encourage one another.

Closing prayer would include faith builder commitments as well as prayer requests.
5. Fellowship/Support






(20 minutes)

Some groups do this at the beginning of the meeting, others after, and still other as part of the closing prayer.  Regardless, it’s an important element of the meeting.  This is the time group members may share what’s going on in their lives and how the group may support them, share announcements, or even share a meal.  It can be whatever you feel your group needs to grow as an authentic, caring family.

South Bay Community Church
Small Group Participant’s Guide 
                Pastor Bryan Murphy

God Still Forgives
Matthew 9:1-8





 08/23/09
I. Opening Prayer
II. Faith Builder Commitment Sharing from previous meeting(s)
III. Sermon Recap – Sharing Notes & Insights
A. Introduction 

i. Pastor Murphy noted that dealing with the gut wrenching issue of forgiveness required both humility and respect. This message is not on coping mechanisms or a better way of life.

ii. The intent is to convey the wisdom which is found in the Word of God that Jesus understands. The Word of God has a word for us…The LORD has authority over all aspects of life.
iii. The Word of God has a word for us…The LORD has authority over all aspects of life. Overwhelming evidence throughout Scripture shows that healing is tied to forgiveness. 

iv. In this text, the man and his friends knew that what he needed could only be found in Jesus. Jesus saying, “Take heart son, your sins are forgiven.” shows His ability to diagnose our problems supersedes ours.
B. In the hands of the Master Physician
i. Jesus saw (and sees) beyond the need for physical healing. Jesus performed “Spiritual Triage”: God’s divine diagnosis is greater than anyone’s.
ii. God provides us exactly what we need for His examination is performed in a more accurate light. Our attempts to diagnose ourselves, we may miss the true need and thus, the gift.

iii. Self-forgiveness is not Scriptural or a panacea for our healing. Moreover, forgiveness is not of ourselves, it is a gift from God, liberation, a healing. 

iv. There is no relationship without forgiveness. Forgiveness is the glue which bonds us to God. For it is the best gift He has to offer.

v. Forgiveness is the glue which bonds us to God.
C. Sackcloth and Ashes
i. We must understand the depravity of our sin. We must see it as God does, an offense against Him.
ii. Failing to see ourselves as sinners eliminates the need of a Savior.

iii. Isaiah 64:6 notes that at our best, we merely “filthy rags”.
D. Got Courage
i. True forgiveness gives us courage.
ii. Forgiveness gives us boldness and the ability to rejoice.

iii. Because He lives in us we are more than conquerors.

iv. Don’t get bogged down looking for tangible evidence of forgiveness. 
E. License to Heal
i. God wants us to offer the gift of forgiveness to others.

ii. Matthew saw the availability of the gift of forgiveness to all men through Jesus having dined with him, a tax collector, and a cheat. 

iii. The gift flows; “A gift opens the way for the giver and ushers him into the presence of the great (Proverbs 18:16).

iv. The gift of forgiveness is from God and it is able to transform our lives from the inside out.
IV. Group Discussion
1. Those who Jesus was talking to accused Him of blasphemy. In a sense, they were right. For they were applying God’s authority as the only one who could heal, unfortunately, they had the wrong image of the Messiah. Do you believe that only God can heal? 
2. David’s plea in Psalm 51 states that it is against God that he has sinned. Thus, the matter of forgiveness is tied to sin, that said, what is your view of sin? 
3. Matt. 5:23-24 states that we must be reconciled to our brother then bring gifts to the altar. In other words, where possible, we must seek reconciliation with the offended party then seek forgiveness from God. How do you respond to this and can you support this with anecdotal evidence? Describe the results of not following this pattern.
4. People deal with forgiveness in one of two ways; 1) they struggle with God’s forgiveness and they reject the gift or 2), they get lazy, premeditate sin taking God’s forgiveness for granted. Was/are there times when you fell/fell in to either of these categories? What was the outcome?

5. In OT times, when Israel was aware of its sin, men tore their robes and went around in Sackcloth and Ashes. This demonstrated their understanding of sin and its impact. So, ponder this, what type of God do you serve?

a. Baal, one who cannot see nor hear, one who cannot respond and has a laundry list of rules you must apply;

b. A Genie in a bottle, one who at your beckon call responds providing your with your heart’s desires; or

c. A living God, Creator of the universe who demands and rewards obedience?

6. Are you looking for tangible evidence of forgiveness or are you content with grace or satisfied with mercy?
7. Has forgives transformed your life or the life of anyone you know?

V. Faith Builder Commitment and Closing Prayer
We must seek God, the only One who can liberate us. The ability to forgive is a gift from God available only through Christ Jesus. God heals us/forgives us in response to our faith. The question is do we trust Him enough to give Him all of our hurts? Until we do this, we will never be where He wants us to be.
Is there someone with whom you should share this gift with this week? If you do so, next time we meet, if you are comfortable, please share it with the group.


















